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TO HER GRAC£ 



The duchess op DEVONSHIRE. 



Madam, 

JVX AY I hope your Grace's known goodnefs will 
plead in favour of the prefumption of a female, 
who, though confcious of her want of merit, has 
yet dared to offer the firft efforts of her pen to 
Your patronage. Although perfonally unknown, 
yet fhe is no ftranger to the Duchefs of Devon- 
fhire's amiable difpofition : Fame, which is allowed 
a general detradior, can report nothing of your 
Grace but what will throw frelh luftre upon your 
character. Under fuch aufpices no one will furely 

b condemn 
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condemn me, if I entertain fome hopes of fuccefs ; 
and though St. Bernard's Priory may not afford 
your Grace any great amufement, yet it may at 
fome time or other kill a few tedious minutes, if 
it is poflible for your Grace to be ever unem- 
ployed. 

I am, with the greateft refpe<ft. 
Your Grace's moft obedient, 
and very humble Servant, 

The AUTHORESS. 



No, 25, Duke-Streit, St. James's, 
Mtty 1, 1786. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



ro the PUBLIC. 

X HOUGH well aware of the many obferva- 
tions and criticilms to which every publication 
is expofed, the authors, as well as their works, 
being unknown ; yet, not deterred by thefe confi- 
derations, from flights of ambition, I throw my- 
felf upon the candour and indulgence of a liberal 
Public, and truft entirely to their generofity to pafs 
over lightly the imperfedions of a young female's 
firft literary attempt. 

St. Bernard's Priory, fhe fears, will too plainly 
fliew that there, has been no other head or pen em- 
ployed in it but her own. The only thing to re- 
commend 
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INTRODUCTION. 



commend it is, flie is apprehenfive, its novelty ; 
the ftory not being borrowed from any other author. 
I mean not, however, to extenuate my own fail- 
ings, by claiming any merit from the denouement 
of the ftory ; as I write only for amufement, I 
hope thofe that read it will be entirely fwayed by 
the fame motive, in expectation of which I pa- 
tiently abide my fete. 
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St. B E R N a R D's PRIORY, 



AN OLD ENGLISH TALE. 



A 



^T the latter period of King Hciuy the Second^s reign, St. 
Bernard's Priory belonged to the noble family of Raby; 
The young Earl, upon fucceeding to the eftate, refolvdd to 
make fome few alterations : that part where the old Priory had 
flood, being particularly ruinous* At a fmall diilancc flood a 
once beautiful chapel, but rendered by civil war a defolate 
confufion, almoft overgrown with ivy. Lord Raby, rather of 
a contemplative turn, took great delight in thefe ruins ; and 
whenever difgufled with the world, buried the thoughts in this 
folitude, and formed new profpe<as to benefit thofc whom Pro- 
vidence had rendered his dependents ; never haughty or ovcr- 
bearing> he delighted in redreffing thofe difbeflfes which his 
boievolent difpofition made every day more and more familiar 
to him. 

B One 
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One evening, pafling through feveral of the old cells ad- 
joining the remains of a ground gallery, he ^w a door which 
before he had never perceived, and fcemed but newljr opened. 
Curiofity induced him to effay unlocking it, which with much 
difficulty he effeded : it flew back with a noife like thunder, 
and difcovered a narrow dark paflage. Aftonilhment for fome 
moments Iwndercd Lord Raby from proceeding, but fummoning 
up his courage, went forward to a fmall room>. the glimmering 
light juft difcovered a tvoman^ who though in the decline of 
life, was yet handfbmc, and had a degree of elegance and 
dignity which commanded reipedl from every beholder. She 
advanced to Lord Raby, upon his entrance,^ with the appeas- 
ance of one who had beea in expectation, and thus addrefledS 
himt 

♦* My heart, irty Lord, informs me, that I now fee Lord Ra- 
'" by. You arc much furprized, no doubt, and much it grieves 
" me that Icannot now throw open every door of this in- 
<* clofurc, and lead you throughout its meanders, with the fame 
'* facility yoM reached this place ; but Time*is flow progrefs 
«« forbids n^ ere the appointed hour, to difclofe the myfleiy > 
♦* therefore retire, and for the prefent bury in your breaft the 
'* knowledge you have attained. Your countenance bclpeaks 
** you as you are, a man of worth ; but, ^cious powers, what 
•* trials will await the name of Raby ! The King has heard the 

" tale 
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*' tale of flander, Manfton has too well fucceeded ; biit I, 
** though here concealed, may afSft, or at leaft prote<5k the in- 
«* jured from opprefTion. In a ftiort fpace\f time you fliall both 
•* know and thank me ; at prefent retire, but remember when 
** danger threatens, to take refuf ^ -^^ ^^^^ '"ift fide of the 
" Priory ; my watdiful care fhall an afylum, till„ 

" like a ftar new rifen. Lord Rab] ^e from obfcuri- 

** ty> and dazzle all his enemies w ace. 



>» 



Lord Raby,more aftonilhed tha,_ ^oic^ fo require 

an explanation, when, waving her hand> with zGto^n, fhe 
cried, " Leave me, and by obedience dcferve my confitlence.** 
He bowed in filence, and obeyed* The lady clofed the door, 
and he returned towards the houfe meditating on what had 
pafled ; he was met by an aged domeftic, grown grey in* the 
fervicc of his family : ** Fly, my dear I^rd,** cried this good 
creature, " fly : an order is arrived from Court to fieze you; 
** an ufurpcr, of the name of Maiiftoii is enriched by your 
«' fpoils ; preferve a life fo juftly valued ; even now they feek 
** you/ I have lived inuch too long to lee this mournful day.'* 

Lord Raby could not refufe the tributary tear of fen- 
Ability to this worthy creature, " Redmond," faid he, 
^* farewel I I need not fay watch over the dying embers of 
" thy mailer's fortune ; it would wrong thee to fufpedl the 

force 
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** force of thy attachment." Lord Raby then turned his ftcpi 
from the priory, and ftruck into a wood^ where, changing 
clmths with fome peafants he could rely on, jointly with them 
occupied a fmall cottage, tiH he could think of fome means to 
difpoflefs the fpoilers of his eftate. Lord de Courcy mean 
time kft no place unfearched to find Lord Raby» The 
three families of De Courcy, Manfton, and Roly, having been 
ever at variance, this opportunity of deftroying the only re- 
maining hope of either, was not to be negleded. Having firft 
fecured his own family in poflfeflion of the Priory, he pro- 
ceeded to examine the ruins, confident Aat Lord Raby was 
unapprized of his coming. The vaulted paflagc already 
mentioned was again difcovered, and Mai^n, his fon, and 
their attendants ruihed forward widi eager hafte; their hearts 
beat, but from different emotions ; Ednumd feared nothing but 
that Raby Ihould be found, and his generous foul revolted at 
the idea of alTaffinatioa ; how then rauft the ufurpcr feel, when 
as if by a being more thsm hnman, his pafTage was impeded* 
The friend of Raby flood before him { A cold chill invaded 
every vein; his ekvated fpear dropped from his extended 
hand, and a wild look of horror was diffufed over his face; 
while with a gracefiU, yet determined voice^ fhc thus addref- 
(edhim: 

^Hold! 
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**' Hold I advance no further ! Never wiriiin this facrcd 
•* cloifter has unhallowed footfteps trod^ nor e\ er £hall thcy> 
'^ while the fecret refts with me* 

Manfton afhamed, endeavoured to roufe himfelf from the 
ftupor that had overwhelmed him, and demanded an account 
of herfelf, and by what authority Ihe kept poffeflion of part 
of his eftatc ? offering every advantage, provided flie would 
tkrow open every door, and reveal to him the treafur^ Ihe had 
doubtlefs hid in the bofom of the earth ; threatening death in 
caft *f a refufal. ** Tceafures I have," replied Ihe, ** fuch as 
*^ all the wealth of England cannot purchafe ; no intereft, no 
'^ bribes fliall force me to reveal it : though, was I to tell thee 
^* who I am, thy foul would recoil back and fhrink into itfelf 
•'with horror i** Manfton, more and more alarmed, with 
trembling accent ordered her to give up Lord Raby, or prepare 
for death. She replied with a fmile, ** That is no threat to 
*' me, I fear not death ; Raby is fafe, though not in this re- 
«* treaty and may every blefled power continue its proteiSion. 
** May his happinefs*'— Manfton, ever impatient, and now 
goaded on by fear raifed his fatal fpear, and pierced the breaft 
of the moft intrepid of her fex. She fell, and collefting all 
her ftrength ** Hear me** cried Ihe, *' De Courcy, (I cannot in 
** juftice call thee by any other name), and profit by my fall. 
** Give up the riches thou haft by oppreffion gained ; rely 

C <* upon 
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^* upon the generous Raby for protedlion, or fear every horror 
•* a guilty confcience has in ftorc ;; for know thy unerring 
** fword has flain a fifter ! Receive Elgiva*s pardon for thy 
** rafh miftake, but ceafe to perfecute her darling fon. — Oh, 
" Raby ! thy mother muft yield her breath, without one part- 

** ing glance ; tis hard^ my fon, but heaven'*^ ^The un- 

finifhcd fentence died upon her lips, and at her brother's fctt 
flie expired ! Stiffened with the fight, they were fbii fome mo-^ 
ments motionlefs, till Manfton, firft recoUevSling himfelf, upon- 
a nearer view, found fhe was indeed his fifler, whofe marriage 
with Lord Raby he could never be brought to acknowledge;^ 
More and more perplexed, as eveiy one had believed her dead^ 
for a great while> at length breaking filence, he raved and- 
ftampt, but more from vexation at not finding the objeft of his 
purfuit, than from remorfe at the murder of his fifler ; arid af- 
ter in vain attempting to find another pafllage through the cave» 
returned to the Priory, which he began fortifying with all the 
eagernefs of guilt ; but nqt ajl (tefe means could filence the 
inward fuggeflions of his heart. Imagination ever prefcnted 
his murdered fifler, frclh bleeding by his hand ; his Julia,, 
the fond delight of his age , the refemblance of her fainted 
mother no Iwger met his eyes with fmiles ; a gloomy fipown. 
ufurped ifsi place, and theamiablc girl wept in filence her fa- 
therms change* Her brother, Edmund, had &fteaed her 
grateful heart in favQUC of Lord Raby, and tliey mutually^ 

lamented 
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lamented their father*s cruelty, and the enterprifing Edmund 
promifed her to fave him> if poffible, from a repetition of 
crimes fo flagrant and enormous,. 

Edmund, who ever felt for the diftrefles of others equally 
as for himfelf, was miferable on his father's account, and often 
retired to the remains of the chapel, to pour out his grief in 
fecret. One evening, as he took his accuftomed walk, he 
thought he hearcf a voice, and haftily advancing, fow fitting 
on Ac fragments of an ancient wall, a young lady who ta 
him appeared the moft heavenly girl he ever beheld^ By her 
fide was a fpanief, of which fhe feemed excefllvely fond, and 
beftowed on the little animal many carefles* Her drefs was 
deep mourning, and her form majeftic* Upon a near ap- 
proach he faw fhe was in tears ; every impulfe of curiofity now 
gave way to the fbfter emotions^ of compafiion, and he drew 
near. The charming maid flarted, and attempted flight, but 
was flopped by the fupplicating poilure of Edmund, who, 
bending one knee to the ground, entreated her to flay* *^ Gh, 
^ Sir !** replied Laura, haftily drying her tears, •« if you truly 
♦♦ pity me, let me entreat you not ta wifh to difcover a myflery 
♦* that every combination of events concur in obliging me to 
** conceal r fuffice it I am miferable, and ever muft remain fo.** 
Edmund turned pale* The lovely Laura's tears could not be 
feen wiidiout emotion^ without fufceptibility. <' Nay not fot 

ever 
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*' ever miferable, tnoft charmkig of thy fex 1 Behold before 
*^ you one whofe utmoft endeavours (hall be exerted to alleviate 
" every care. Let mefupply theplaceofthofefricnds Misfortune 
has deprived thee of/* — ** Is itpoffiblc/' replied Laura, '* that 
*' you can oblige the eartli to reftore the only parent my fond 
" affeaion ever knew?**—" But/* faid Edmund, " thefc 
" wilds are not a (helter place for fuch a delicate form as 
" thine : hafk, then, with me, and let me be thy protedlor ; 
'* rely upon my honour, I will not betray your confidence/*— 
" I dare not,** cried Laura, withdrawing her hand, •* Oh, 
'* Ihou ^xemplaiy mother ! in an evil hour waft thou murder- 
^ ed by a favage tyrant, when moft thy aid and counfel was 
•' wantingto guide our unexperienced youth ; and fhall thy Laura 
" madly betray the truft thou generoufly haft placed in her ? 
** No ! foonef will we be united in that death, love for thy 

** children made thee feek** Edmund, diftraifted at the dif- 

coveiy, and fearful of lofing her, flung himfelf before her, 
and told her to exhauft on him all her lefentment ; " for,^* ikid 
he, " I am Manfton*s ion, but yet the friend of Raby, and 
«* adorer of his fitter. I deteft my father's vices, and will, at 
the hazard of my life and fortune, love Lord Raby. 

•* Generous man !** cried the delighted Laura, " I will not 
^* doubt ; be thou the protedor of Raby, and tmft the gratitude 
^* of Laura. But indeed you muft leave me ; my fifter, Maud, 

" may 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 9 ) 

^ may fufpcdl my longer !ftay, and yet I dare not tfuft her. 
•' The violence of her grief has not yet fubfided ; her firft 
" tranfports may be fatal*'-=-^* I leave you, amiable Laura,*' 
faid Edmund, ** but in a ftate of mind not to be envied." 

He turned towards the Priory, but caft many looks behind ; 
inclination ever led him to favour Lord Raby, but a higher 
claim now fixed him firmly in his intereft ; yet a pang would 
now and then intrude of his father ; he wifhed to remove his 
prejudice, and with that benevolent idea reached the houfe. 
He found his father more than commonly foftencd, and in the 
courfeof converfation, introducing Lord Raby *s caufe, endeavour, 
ed to plead in his behalf; roufed from inadivity, De Courcy*s 
rage was excited againft his fon, and upbraiding him in the fe- 
vereft terms for harbouring his enemy, told him either* to quit 
his fight forever, or head a party then arming to fearch the cot- 
tages of the wood, where he heard Lord Raby was concealed. 

Edmund, well knowing oppofition would but haften the 
arbitrary mandate, determined to a<ft only by motives of juftice, 
told his father that he was unhappy at incurring his diiplcafure, 
but no threats (hould make him an abettor of cruelty, and in- 
ftantly left De Courcy' almoft choaked with paflion, and, 
winged by humanity, generofity, and the image of Laura, he 

D fought 
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fought the wood, and foon diftinguilhcd Rabjfrom the nifties 
thatfurroundcd him. Fearful of being fufpcd:ed, he concealedhis 
name^ and contented himfelf with warning Raby of the threaten- 
ed danger> and offering to ihare his future fortune^ Raby 
looked upon his friendfliip as a moft noble effecft of generofity, 
but endeavoured to difluade him from perfevering, but in vain^ 
Their generous altercation was, however, foon flopped by the 
appearance of Lord Manfton's domeftics, and Raby having 
difcarded the peafant*s drefs, led the way to the part of the 
Prioiy the Lady had before pointed out to him. This being 
near the fpot where Ednumd firft faw Laura, he could not for- 
bear telling Raby his adventure, which had fo recently hap- 
pened. • 

They narrowly fearched the ruins, and at length found at 
the bottom of a hollow, a little ruftic cottage, but fo covered 
with ruins and buihes, that unlefs narrowly looked for, it could 
not be perceived* Upon opening the door they faw, jGtting by 
the fide of the hearth> a venerable old man : fimplicity and 
neatncfs Were his attendants, and all the necefTaries of life> 
without any fuperfluities. The jefTamine and woodbine grew 
in profuficMX round the cafement, and yielded a delightful 
fragrance; but old Englifh hofpitality feemed centered 
in the countenance of Hubert. He looked at Loi*d Raby, 
and heaved a deep figh; " Unfortunate youth:** cried 

he^ 
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hc> *• art thou reduad to be buried alive ere thy ap- 
*• pointed time ? but that alone can prcferve thee ; wafte 
^* none of the moments Providence has allotted for thy pre- 
*• fervation, but follow me. This morning my cottage, which 
•* by many years the hand of time had rendered facred> was 
•• rudely fearched, and my loved matter's name prophaned by 
•' wretches ; my old withered arms longed to chaftife, but, 
•• bending with the white age of fourfcore winters, the renown 
•' of youth is loft in the ftupor of old age I'* 

He by this time had reached a (hed at the back of his cot- 
tage, where was a trap-door fo exadly fitted as not to be 
perceived when down ; heife Hubert flopped, the big tear 
rolled through the furrows of his face ; he was uncommonly 
agitated, and taking a hand of each, ** Swear, both of you," 
cried he, '* never to reveal what ye here fee, unlefs for the ad- 
** vantage of all concerned,** They both took the oath requir- 
ed, and affifting to raife the trap-door, followed the old man 
through the feveral pafTages, till they terminated. 

In a fpacious apartment were hung a glimmering light, and 
round the walls difplayed military trophies, in all the para- 
phernalia of war; but what principally attracted their no^ 
tice, was many banners of the Raby family* They pafled 
from thence into a fmaller room, where, upon a high pedeftal, 

arrayed 
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arrayed in armour, a waving plume of feathers on his 
cafque, and in his hand a pointed fpear, flood the image of 
Lord Raby*s father ! — ^Ri vetted w^ith aftonilhment, he gazed 
upon the lifelefs ftatue, and, adluated by fome unknown im- 
pulfe, kneeled at the foot of the pedeftal, and remained as if 
in lilence, waiting the infpiration of Heaven ! While in this 
jtofture a violent burft of thunder fhook the place, and a ter- 
rible ftorm fucceeded. Lord Raby rofe, and turning to Hu- 
bert, bid him proceed. 

The third room was fpacious and lofty > the furniture, 
though now old, bore indifputable marks of its former mag- 
nificence. A lady in deep mourning fat at a table, reclining 
her head on her hand, while the tear trickled down her pallid 
cheek. A faint fmile broke through the cloud of grief, at the 
fight of Hubert, but fi:arting at thofe who followed, advanced 
with a look of horrid calmnefs. Hubert took her hand, and 
joining it with Lord Raby's, cried, ♦* My dear Lord, receive 
** from your faithful Hubert, a fifter too long unknown. This is 
** the lady Maud, eldeft daughter of my honoured Mafter. Alas, 
** good man ! he imagined not what treafures this retreat con- 
'* cealedj had he known it, thefe beauteous flowers would not fo 
" Jong been left to wafte their blooming youth among the dead." 
Raby, who had never heard of thefe claims to his affedion, 
looked upon all as a vifion, when fuddenly a door opened with 

precipitate 
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precipitate haftc, and the amiable I-i^ura appeared. Hubert 
advanced, and bending one Icnee to Lwd Raby, and holding 
the hand of Laura, thus addrcfled her : 

•• Behold, my rightful. Lord, your long exped:ed, long la- 
V mcnted brother I The only friend now left. to proteft your in- 
" nocence, and guard you in that world you wifh to fee !** 
-r-" My friend, my brother,'^ cried the blufhing I^ura, 
throwing herielf into his arms, •* All remembrance of 
^-*paft griefs are cancelled in this happy moment 1- Lord 
Raby embraced them both, refolved patiently to wait an ex- 
planation, and turned round to prefent his friend, who 
through refpeA had kept behind. The inftant Laura be- 
held Lorcf Edmund, (he exclaimed, " ruined and undone 
•* for ever; Oh, Manfton !" and fainted on the bofom of her 
fifter. 

Honbr and defpair fiifpended every Acuity of Raby and 
Hubert* They gaxed upon the fenfelcfs Laura, and the 
kneeling Edmund, who with uplifted hands and eyes feemed 
imploring every guardian faint to reftore her, unconlcioas of 
himfelf being the ottly caufe ^ her diforder.— Hubert firft 
broke iilence : — '^ Have I,*' cried he, " by one raft, one i^n- 
•* advifed miftake, facrificed that family, .my Hfe was 
'i .pledged to prot«a ? — How has my good lord been de- 
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<< ceived by this fpecious villain!*' — '* Forbear/* cried 
Edmund, ♦* nor condcndn a man unheard. I am the fon of 
** Manfton, but deteft his vices ; nay, for you oblige me to 
" difclofe it, am even now in a fituation an ungenerous enemy 
*5 might rejoice at : an outcaft from my fether's houfe ; an 
V exiled wanderer, for daring to oppofc the hand of flaugh- 
** ter; and Raby, though my father's foe, is the only man 
** exifting to whom I muft owe my life and future fame. 
" But let me bury every felfifh thought, and here requeft him 
" to avenge his mother's murder ! Let die fon expiate the fa- 
^* ther's crime. — Strike, my Lord!** 

Laura, who had fince her recovery paid the utmoft at- 
tention to their looks and converfation, obferving Lord Raby 
ftill in the fame imaltered poiiticNn, with his hand upon 
his fword ; fhe caught his arm, and fixed her eyes upon his, 
waiting her doom from his lips. After a folemn paufe of a few 
moments, Raby caught Edmund in his arms, and embracing 
him, •* My fifters,** faid he, turning to, them, ^* acknowledge my 
•* friend, who but now prcferved my life at the hazard of his 
•* own ; therefore let that benefit root out the prejudice imbib- 
*' cd againft his family. Receive him as thy brother's be- 
** nefadlor ; every gratitude that my heart can ofier fliall be 
** thine ; I may conquer in my turn, and the father's granted 
<* life recompence his Edmund's friendfliip!" — ♦^ No," inter- 
rupted Maud, '* that clemency from Raby, to the hated Man-* 
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*' fton can ntvct be allowed ; a mother's blood cries* out for 
<^ vepgeanae on the head of Manfton.*' — ** No more, my 
*« fifter,*' (aid Lord Raby, *• let his innate feelings be his pu- 
" nifhment ; for when he flew our mother, he too loft a fitter r 
** but, my good old friend, help me to reconcile thefefeeming 
^ improbabilities. . My father inftilled into my carlieft years 
** the belief that in giving me birth my mother died. Strange 
•' then it muft feem to me to meet her in fo odd a place, 
<• and fuch a chain of various incidents attending the dif- 
*? covery.*' — •* All this I allow,'' anfwered Hubert, "but 
<♦ learn from me that Lady Raby outlived all her misfortunes/ 
•« to fave her fon. From her you had the firft intimation of 
«^ the near approach of your purfuers ; but to explain I muft 
•* refer back fome years. 

** At your birth this country was involved in all the horrors 
'* of a civil war, and in the midft of the rejoicings for an 
** heir, your father was difpoffeffed of all his fortune; but what 
•* he particularly regretted was this Priory, which he had re- 
^* built out of the mins ; and confcious, from the family dif- 
«** ferences, he had but few friends to depend on, he brought 
*^ hither his lady and two daughters, with fome attendants, 
<* and, after acquainting me with every avenue, left us, pro- 
<< mifing to return foon and bring her infant, which, in fpitc 
" of all intreaties he obllinately refufed to leave with her. 
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*^ He returned, it is true, but never, ftom the hour (he firft 
*' entered this cave did fhe fee her child. The excufes 
•* that were iriade were £0 vague that parental apprehenfioh 
" could riot be deceived. She expdhilated, but in vain ; tears 
•^ had np better ieffed, and, concluding her child dead, gave 
•* h?rfelf up a prey to fehe kecneft anguifh. 

•* In a little time your father ceafed to vifit here ; and at 
** her eameft requeft, in difguife, I left the cave to gain fom* 
«! information of our lord> I learnt that the war having fubiid- 
«< ed, he was once more reinfUted in his poffeffions, but had 
^* Ihut up the Priory, and was retired to a eaftle in the North, 
t* where, he meant to refide. C^uefs the feelings of Lady 
•* Raby at this intelligence : fhe could icarce fupport Jt; but 
*« the fight of her two children, fympathizing in her for- 
" rows, accompanied by an unequalled refblution and ^cat- 
«* nefs of mind made, her rife fuperior to every mortal, indig* 
** nity, and fhe determined to educate them in eyery^ei^a 
'' asXord Raby's daughters, in hopes one day of prefenting 
«« them to the world as fuch. Thus did this amiable woman, 
*• in the bloom of life, fubmit, without repining, to be 
'* buried alive, aixd reported to the world as dead. I ocea- 
*« fionally went abroad, as Lord Raby*s habitation being re- 
•* moved, I was fecure from being difcovered. 
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** To obviate the fufpicions of the country, I built the 
•^ cottage of the ruins where you faw me ; it was firft the ob- 
•* jedl of much wonder, but at length ceafed to be a novelty ; 
« and as I affumed the appearance of a cynic, difguftcd with 
^ the world, my company was but little fought, and in 
** a few months they fcarcc remembered fuch a being cx- 
^ ifled. I daily commimicated all the intelligence I could 
*^ procure to Lady Raby. About two years fince Lord Raby 
** died ; till that final period we flattered ourfelves with the 
« moft fanguine hopes of his return, and daily invented fome 
•* new excufe for his unparaklled cruelty, yet thcHigh treated 
*< in fo unprccederrted a manner, this amiable woman paid the 
** tribute of unfeigned grief to his memory, and concealed 
^ from her children as much as poflible the alienation of 
^ their fatlier^s love, and daily did they vifk the flatue which 
** fo much attraded your notice on entering. Her piety and 
'* goodnefs was at length rewarded, by hewing that her fon 
** lived, and inherited all his father's virtues, without his 
** failings. Your return, my Lord, to the Priory, awakened 
** every foft maternal feeling, and fhe wiflied to behold that 
•* fon who had coft her fo many fighs ; but how was that to 
«* be accompliihed, who upon her emerging, without pre- 
«« vious notice, from this place, could at firft believe the 
** evidence of their fenfes. 

F •^ I in^ 
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** I irlfbrmed her of Manfton^s arts ; flie was confcious of 
** the danger which on evety fide threatened jdnXr and one 
** evening, afttr having frequently watched your folitary 
*^ walk, I opened the door which led to the pridcipa]- paf*- 
*• fage, and awaited the iflbe of the difcovery. Seeing yoif 
♦* fe^lefs enter, I repaired to Lady Raby, bidding her pre^ 
^*: :pare for the interview. After a littk conflid: flie Kdil^ned 
** to the apartment where you found her* The fond mother 's^ 
•* heart glowed to embrace her fbn# but the time of danger 
•* would ridt allow of fuch endearments^ ; Ihe fold you 
** whfere to fly, in cafe oi dari^r, dcternlinid lo afford you 
** here tvtty comfort and every fecuri ty your fituation needed- 
" Each revolving day flie revifited the place rendered facred 
♦* to her by your pfefence^ indulging the fotid hope that 
<• Manfton might have repfcntfcd his cruel enterprize, and 
** curiofity might agaia lead you to make further difco^ 
** Veries, 

*« One day, having flaid an unufual time, and knowing 
•^* that to be her favourite pkce, I went to feek her; but — 
** how fliall I defcribe my feelings ; — they fiirpafs the power 
" of language ! To fee this exemplary mother, this injured 
•* wife, whoi mindful of her children to the laft, fallen a 
** vidim to their fafety and concealment, and extended on: 
'^ the ground ^ a pale and lifelefs corpfe ! The fliriek of fur- 
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^ prize and teuor which eicapcd iwi re*echoed through the 
^* cave, and reached the ears of her unhappy daughters, wha 
•^ flew to find, alas I not that animated form which ufed ta 
^* chafe dejedion from each face^-^-Hcall forth the voice of me*- 
•* lody or the fmile of jJeafure,-H^but a fad image of what fhe 
<♦ had been !—rOh, dire remembrance ! they both fell on the 
« ftiseaming bofom of their mother f while I, a little recover- 
♦* ed, examined the fword that flew her, and knew by the hilt it 
^ belonged to Lord Manflon. I foon faw by what means her 
•* life had been terminated > artd b€nt with awful reverence 
V before the dear faint, who had fallen a- martyr ta affi;<flion 
** and duty. After a portion of time fpent in the firft effu- 
•• fions of grief, I led the two ladies to. their apartments, 
•< having taken a fccrfct vow over the loved remains of my 
" honoured lady, to proteft them to^ftiy own I With much 
•* pain and difficulty I removed the learth, and interred her 
^ hallowed duft in the place where {he expired, and ercAed, 
^ with forae of the ruins % temporary tomb/' 

Here Hubert ceafed. Each blended the tear of fympa- 
tl^, artd mutually mourned their common lofs; but Ed- 
mund's brfeaft heaved.lvith tumultuoUs fighs. ** Muit I^ at 
^ length," cried he> with broken intenrupted v<Mce, " muft I 
•< give up my friend, rt>y love ?-^-Yes, Hubert, hafte, conduA 
" mt from thd cave ; my father (hall, on his fon,. exhauft hi& 
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** utmoft rage ; for not his prayers nor threats fhall induce me 
** ever ro betray thee. But here I muft not ftay, left the injured 
** fhade of Elgiva ftiould rife indignant at her murderer's 
** fon ! — ^I have, alas, no claim, no tic to love or friendfhip 
** from the houfe of Raby P* — ** You have,*' faid Laura, 
blulhing as fhe fpoke, ** an equal claim to both. Your gene- 
** rofity, your honour, are too powerful advocates to be re- 
^ fifted by fuch hearts as ours. The example of fuch a mo- 
" ther, frefti before us, is our incentive to defpife the nar- 
" row prejudices of the world, and difcern naerit wherever 
'' it prefents itfelf !" . ' 

*^ Spoke,*' cried Lord Raby, taking her hand, •* like the 
^* daughter of Elgiva ; henceforth. Lord . Edmund be our 
** friend and brother/*—^* Tme generofity,** exultingly ex- 
claimed Hubert, ** noble fouls alone can fee andcherifli worth 
** even in an enemy ! Would the world receive in general, and 
«* eftablifh this principle, every prejudice would in confe- 
^* quence vanilh, and mankind be enabled, by judging en- 
^' tirely from the didates of their own hearts, to form per- 
♦« manent and proper attacljment ; but Wjhile jthat blind guide, 
<* Cuftom, is allowed to miCbad the great as wdl as poor, 
** man muft never hope for happinefs unallbyed with fufpi- 
** cion, or luiclouded with care. Sufpicion is the foundation 
*« o£ mifeiy, gtnd will in the ehd overwhelm the wretched 
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^ pofleflbr in torments that render exiftence a Weight unBear- 
•^ abk, while the man of gerorofity roams jibove all thought 
•^ to the realnls of pleafurfc, and cnjoyi in his own mind a. 
•• heaven of fcrenity and happinefs : With fuch a difpofitioh 
^ how much is their friendfhip to be envied and fought for/' 
The happy family fufFered the good old man to pixKreed with 
the overflowing cffufions of his honeft heart, and rejoiced at 
the glow of iatisfa^on and pleafure he ieemed to experience. 

Hubert then conduded theyouthfullbrds into the part of the 
cave allotted him, and left the tv\ o fifters adhiated by very dif- 
ferent emotions. Maud yet felt fome little regret at receiving 
Lord Edmund as a friend> fo recently after her mother's 
death, while I^ura, who did not view things in fo gloomy a 
light, felt herfclf for the. fiift time, confoled and happy. 
" Well," faid Maud, " our brother is noble and gene- 
*< rous, I perfedly adore him ; none could be the enemy of 
•* fuch a man but a wretch adually unworthy either name or 
" being.**^^ — •* And yet,'* fighed Laura, '* that wretch is fa- 
«* ther to Lord Edmund, and our imck I Who could imagine 
«* fuch a difference ? Our couiin^ is aH mildnefs, like the 
«* pleafing fummer gale that gently fans the cluftering leaves ; 
'^ and when he fpeaks 'tis like the iig&lpgale's foft notes> or 
" the foft breathing of the zephir's fighs, while his harfli fa* 
" ther, like a- furious terapeft, lours around, and drives the 
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^^ tremblmg herds far for fhelter : all nature Ihrinks at his 
" approach, and every faculty is fufpended with horror ; but 
** is it wholly improbable, my fifter, that he may not be 
^' the fon of Dc Courcy V 

*' Oh\ my dear Laura, ceafe to build trembling hope 
^* on fo unftable a foundation. You perhaps think it 
" impoflible that fuch oppofite charafters fliould exift, and 
" fo clofely allied ; but recoUeA the precept of our dear 
'* mother, that love, benevolence, and goodnefs of heart, 
** are not circumfcribcd by family, or fwayed by alliance- 
'* The mind, unfettered from the body, is ftill the fame, and 
'* thofe impreflions which nature firft ftamps upon the infant 
** mind, are feldom or ever obliterated ; thofe then who have 
** the charge of youth, Ihould watch the firft attempts of 
** dawning reafon, and fix in their youthful hearts fuch fenti- 
** ments of truth and honour as might defy the hand of time 
'* toefaceT^ 

** If Lord Edmund," fighed the gentle Laura, <^ owes to 
/* his father the greatnefs of foul he poflefles, fure Lord De 
** Courcy is not fo culpable as appearances befpeak him ; his 
** crimes may be thofe of error not arifing from a total perver- 
<« fion of principles." — *^ Ah, Laura," returned Maud, 
'* blinded by partiality, and unhackneyed in the paths of 
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^ vice, you ftrivc to find an excufe for the moft inveterate 
** enemy we have. — It certainly is moft true, that minds to- 
*^ tally inexperienced as ours, are generally ftrangers to the 
** grand foe of man*s peace, Sufpicion, that horrible daemon, 
** my dear fitter, is unknown to thee^ opennefs of difpofition 
^ and candour, are your charadteriftics, and you judge of 
** others by yourfelf. Bom fecluded from all the world, 
^* and its deceptions, you are totally unacquainted with de-^ 
** ceit, except by the accounts of our dear motlier, fo fre- 
" quently imparted to us ; fhe has fumilhed our minds with 
•* itvety fpecies of knowledge neceflary for females, and 
** warned us by numerous examples of the fallacy of human 
** happinefs, yet evils we have never experienced, we are un- 
** prepared to refift*'* 

Laura yet doubted, though ftie allowed the ftrength of her 
fifter*s arguments ; fhe was a girl of great fufceptibility, un- 
bounded generofity, ftrong ideas, and a foftnefs of manners 
which ^ver rendered her more pleafing at firft fight than 
Maud, who, united with a majeftic figure, ftill more refined 
fentiments, and a power and dignity of exprefl[ion which in- 
fpired even in her enemies awe and refped:, while a confcious 
reditude fparkled through her expreflTive features. Her fifi:er's 
eyes breathed fuch a gentle pleafing languor that conveyed an 
idea of the greateft fenfibility of foul, evem before fhe fpokc. 

—The 
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— The next day, after fpending the night in importanr 
cxpedation, Lord Raby and Edmund joined the fair fifters- 
After difcourfing fome time upon different fubj©dls> Laurat 
propofed their daily vifit to. their mother's um- 

Maud arofe and led them through a variety of turnings to^ 
an artificial, chaim, which opened to the fatal fpot> where by 
the induftrious hands of Hubert was railed a temporary tomb* 
to the memory of his loved miflrefs> Lord Raby could not: 
fiippreli the amiable tribute of fillial afFedlion, and blending 
his tears with thofe of his lovely fifters, vowed eternal friend- 
fhip and fraternal love. •* Suffer me/* cried Lord Edmund,. 
** to join my vows with yours, moft gallant Raby, and let 
•* the ancient hereditary feud £0 long fubfifting between our 
*• families be from this day cancelled; and this honoured. 
** dufl be witnefs to our mutual friendfhip !*' They then knelt 
filently round the tomb, but all at once were dreadfully inter* 
rupted. The door flew open, and De Courcy appeared, fol- 
lowed by his domeftics. Malignant joy fat upon his brow, 
at the fight of the devoted family now before him, but his 
eyes flafhed rage on Edmund. " Vile wretch,** cried he,V is 
'' thy fell arm raifed againft the author of thy being ? Be- 
" gone! I difclaim thee 1 thou art no more my fon !** Ed- 
mund bowed low: — " Believe me, Sir,*' he cried, ** this heart: 
'• has never beat againft a father's peace. His honour I would^ 
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*• /acrifice my life to fave !** — The furious baron interrupting, 
bade him be filent ; then turning to his domeftics, commanded 
them to difpatch his enemy, and fecurc the women. Laura 
gave a ihriek of terror, and fainted in Edmund*s arms. Lord 
Raby> difdaining to converfe with fo ungenerous an opponent, 
folded his arms, and undaunted expeded his approaching fate. 
The fwords were already raifcd ; each preffed before his fellow, 
anxious to gain the favour of their lord, when Maud, ftarting 
from her reverie of horror, oppofed their united points, and 
clafping Lord Raby in her arms, •* We die together," cried 
(he, *^ my deareft brother i— Yes, De Courcy, well mayeft 
<* thou ftart, and writhe thyfelf with fear. Think ere tliis 
" blow is given, think on our accumulated wrongs, that cry 
** aloud for vengeance. Look on that tomb ! Behold this 
" hallowed urn! Afk thy own heart if all is ftill within?" 
The ufurpcr trembled, and with a faltering voice ordered them 
to be dragged afunder, when Maud turned fuddenly round to 
the aflkilants, while united modefty and firmnefs fat coUedcd 
on her brow — •* Hold," cried (he to the foremoft, who held 
his fword clofe to the breaft of Raby, " is it like a warrior to 
** turn mean aflaflin, and inglorious thus rufti on a noble 
" adverfary, unarmed, dcfencelefs ? Give him a fword, and 
** meet him in the field of honour j but fee already more than 
** mortal he appears ! Retire, bafe mifcreants, and tremble to 
" behold your mafter ! Adverfity has no charms for fervile 
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" fouls like yours, elfe yc would hide your heads from Rahy^s 
** prefence, and bow the knee, as ye were wont, before him/*^ 
The uplifted fword was fallen \ Abaflied they flood, when De 
Courcy, fearing to be by his own people betrayed, pretended 
to be moved to pity, and ordered them to be received and conj- 
duifted all prifoners to the houfe. At the mention of pri- 
foners. Lord Raby glowed with noble indignation r " By hea- 
vens,** he cried^ " I could bear all but this. Why, Maud, 
couldft thou debar me the only wifli my fituation left me. 
« Canft thou fee me live a witnefs of my fifter's mifeiy, 
without the power of affording them relief ? But by Heaven, 

* he yetfhall tremble ! Raby yet fhall fhake his coward fouf, 

* and the ufurper fhall fear the man his chains and bars 

* confine I** 

• " Die, villain ! ** faid the furious Earl, and flightly pierced 
the breafl of Raby* He fell in the arms of his fiflers. Ed- 
njund kneh by his friend, raifed him from the ground, and 
ufed every effort to reflore him. De Courcy, raifed to the highefl 
pitch of phrenzy, muttered curfes againfl his fon, and once 
more lifted the bloody fword, when his domeflics, rufhing in, 
in great conftemation, called for their lord to head them, telHng 
him that a party of the country people had loudly exclaimed 
againfl his tyrannical oppreffions, had broke down the draw- 
bridges, and were *a<ftually in the fecond court of the cafUe, 
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The guilty Earl ftarted and flew to find the advancing foe. 
Meanwhile Lord Raby began to fhcw fome figns of life. They 
conveyed him with fome difficulty to the fecure part of the 
cave, and leaving him in the care of Hubert, returned to fetch 
the unhappy Laura, whom fear for her brother and Lord Ed* 
mund*s life had thrown into a fecond fwoon«. 

No language can paint> or pen ccMivey an adequate idea of 
Lord Edmund^s grief, when he found her gone. He eflayed 
inflantly to follow, but in vain ; the door was clofed. He gave 
himfelf up to all the eloquence of woe, and raved for his Laura. 
Maud tried, but in vain, to remove the horrible idea from 
jiis imagination, that his father had murdered her; but at laft 
fhe drew him back to Lord Raby and Hubert, who, to their 
great joy proclaimed his matter's wound not dangerous* This 
was ibme little comfort to the affliiSted Edmund, who taking 
an afFedionatc leave of his friends, vowed a folemn oath, by 
the Ihrine of St. Bernard, never to know peaceful days, till he 
had found his Lauxa. 

He ftaid till night, and then with cautious ftep approached 
the Priory, and, upon inquiiy, found that his father, after 
quelling the infurreiSlion of the morning, had received an 
order from Court, requiring his immediate attoidance ; and he 
had in confequence fet off fome hours before, with a numerous 
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retinue; but before his departure had openly renounced his fon, 
and left orders to prevent his return to the houfc, fhould he be 
inclined to attempt it. The domeftics, however, pitying the 
agonized Edmund, and weeping Julia, obtained for them an 
interview in the abfence of her watchful govemefs, 

Edmund imparted to his fifterall his diftrefles. She fym- 
pathized with him in all ; but with ah eager look and changed 
voice inquired for Raby . Upon hearing his accident, her looks 
terrified her brother; but a^yring him (he was well, he fuf^ 
pefted not that his detail of Raby*s fufferings had caufed her 
emotion. She informed him that her father, fearing a difco* 
very, had taken Laura with him, who, in every interval of 
reafon, had intreated to be left with her ; but upon being re- 
fufed, had relapfed ; raving of her brother and her Edmund. 
She advifed him to purfue his father's rout, and by fome dif- 
guife endeavour to fee Laura, and aid her efcape. 

Difcourfing on fuch interefting themes, time flew unheeded, 
and the vigilant AUice furprifed them, and loading both 
with reproaches, took the lovely Julia's arm, and obliged 
her to leave her brother, who was quite overwhelmed 
with grief, to be the unhappy caufe of her fevere ill treat- 
ment. It was now dark, and the big clouds portended the 
heavy gathering ftorm. The winds loud whiiUed through the 
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vaulted ruins, while the rattling thunder fhook them to the 
centre. Edmund, though borne down by grief, was yet a 
ftranger to the fenfation of fear. Confcious of the redlitude 
of his own thought, he boldly fet at nought every danger, and 
defied the utmoft power of the ftorm. 

• With hafty ftep he quitted the Priory ; his beautiful flaxen 
hair blew in diforder over his (houlder, and, unknowing and 
unheeding where he went, afcended a hill at fome diftance 
from the houfe, and penetrated the deepeft recefles of the em- 
bowering wood. After wandering fome time, by means of a 
violent flafh of lightning, he found the entrance of a fmall 
cave, where he extended his ftorm-drenched limbs, and com- 
plained aloud to the unpitying winds, ** Why was I bom, or 
** rather, why did Providence form my heart more fufceptible 
** of love, compaffion, friendfliip, every foft emotion, than 
** his who gave me being P—^-What Ihould hinder me that 
«* evai now, at this awful moment, I put a period to a mife- 
** rable cxiftence ? But then, my Laura, can I, without one ef- 
** fort to relieve, abandon her to a perhaps cruel deftiny ? — 
** Ah, wretch that I am ! poffefled of fuch dear friends, fuch 
** exalted fpirits, yet incapable of exerting towards them that 
** benevolence my full heart heaves with. Then if the life 
" of man can be no longer ferviccable, why drag a load of 
•* uUdefs woe ? — I can no longer ; — this fhall end it !** — Hav- 
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ing thus faid, he ftarted on his feet and drew his fword. His 
looks were wilder than the fierce monarch of the woods, and 
his voice, agitated by terror, echoed thrcHigh the foreft like 
the tremendous blaft that oft affrights the weary traveller's 
llowly-wandering fteps His high-raifed arm, and well- 
poifed blade, fpoke but too plain the dreadful purpofe of a 
diftempered brain ; when fudden a voice, as if from heaven, 
gentle and mild, arrefted his awful purpofe, and from the in^ 
ner cave, with hafty ftep, a venerable hermit came. The 
hand of time had touched him, but had only added that 
grace and dignity his youthful days had left unfinifhed. 

'' Stop,** he cried, ** my fbn ; the unhallowed deed for- 
4« bear!**— Aghaft Lord Edmund flood !— The fatal ftcel 
dropped from his nervelcfs hand. ** What vifionary power 
** art thou,** cried he, " whofe voice, Hke that of fate, can 
** charm even defperate grief to liften?** — ** I am,** anfwered 
the Hermit, ** a mortal like yourfelf ; and once, like you, fa>- 
<* miliarized to forrow. But twenty years of piety and prayer 
•* have made part fcenes of mifery conducive to my preferrt 
*« happinefs. Learn to profit by an old man*s morals; in due 
" feafon thou Ihalt know why I am thus felf-ccMidenmed an 
*' exile from the world.** — '* Oh, %,** fpake Edmund, the al- 
moft ftarting tear proclaiming his emotion, " anfwer me, Doft 
«* thou lament a ruined friend, or haft thou, like me, fuftained 
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•* the bfs of more th^n life in the dear maid I love ? Haft thou, 
" like me, received a parent's curfe ?** — *• All thefe, and more," 
rejoined the Hermit : ♦* Anon thou fhall know all. Thy father, 
** nay ftart not^ for I know thee well, is gone to Paleftine, 
** and with him thy beloved Laura ; yet faithful and un- 
*' changed — ^thither thou muft follow in the difguife that I 
*• prefcribe." 

Impatience now fat vifible on Edmund's brow. The good 
man fmiled. ** Age often trifles with the ardour of the young, 
** and early to inure them to a life of trials and mortifica^ 
** tions, with graver ftep checks the youthful race, bids them 
•* reflect, nor endanger future happinefs by rafh precipitation. 
*« Oft the caution's good, but now muft give way to the 
" heart dilating happinefs of difFufingpleafure. Know then^ 
•^ this night, by the pale moon's filver light, I took my ac- 
** cuftomed walk through yon drear wood, whofe venerable 
•* extended boughs almoft exclude her rays and under-foot in 
•* great promifcuous heaps, ruins of ancient monuments, 
•* and fallen trunks of aged trees, almoft obftrud: the path; I 
" iilent mufed, and fat me down among the fragments of a 
•* warrior's tomb, once thy renowned anceftor, now a poor 
** clod of clay, expofed to the rude ftep5 of every ruftic paf- 
** fenger. Through the gloom two men advanced ; one, by 
" his port and voice I knew was Manfton, the other a ftran- 
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*' ger. Alone they doubtlcfs thought themfelves, and many 
** fchemes devifed, one I fliuddcr to tell. Thefon a father 

*« was capable of defigning'* ** Say what of Laura,^ 

eagerly interrupted Edmuad, ^* lofe not on me a thought, a 
" word ; I ou^t and can forgive it al!, nay more ; if com- 
" manded. Kneel at my father's feet, and offe^ to his dag- 
** ger^s point this heart which beats not for itfelf but Laura's 
^* woes. Tell me is fhefafe?** — " Doubtlefs at prefent fhe 
^* is,'* returned the Hermit, *« but, believe me, deeply ena- 
** moured is the Earl. Nay patience, youthful I^rd, this 
" paffion ill becomes thee. For thy confolation hear, Laura, 
*« though mild by nature as the gentle dove, yet when infulted 
** virtue calls it forth; roufes a noble fpirit worthy of the houfe 
** of Raby. The furious Ead, enraged to find refiftance 
*^ to his imperious will, and all his honours, with his hand 
** defpifcd, bore her with him to PalefKne, determined to per- 
** form fuch deeds of vdour as fhould authorife him of the 
** Kitig to aflc the hand of Laura. Nay more, he means to 
** profcribe thee as a traitor, and infinuate to the royal ear fuch 
** tales againft thee, as (hould prevent the future boons of 
•* mercy.** 

** OhP' exclaimed Edmund, " fure the eternal Providence 
«* of God has fent thee to be my better angel ! but I may lofe 

^* time, and he may — ^perdition on the thought! and on 

** but 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 33 ) 

^' but, hdd f— he is my father ftill ! •'— ^* Afid eanft thou,'' 
cried the Hermit, •• fcwrget fu€h complicated wrongs P-^-Sup- 
" pofc he is thy father'* " Leave me cilm/' anfwered Ed- 
mund, while in his expref£ve eyes ccmtempt appeared, and 
Aifappointmient, ** Were ManlW not the author of my beings 
^ this arm Ihould chafe the monfter from the world. - Not 
*• even the prefence of my king fhould check the ardour of 
•* my rage. But, before the all-feeing eye of Heaven, I 
•♦ would fet his crimes, and leave him to its juftice f but as 
♦* my parent I am immoveable; if entreaties fail,' this life is 
•* his. Thefe lips Ihall clofe forever in the grave !— this right 
•* arm drc^ uielefs by my fide, ere I forget rayfclf to curfe my 
•* father ! — And thou, whofe venerable age, and (as I 
•• thought them) pious thoughts,' does thy rcHgiouaprmcipIesr 
** teach parricide and difobedience ?— If they do, I here abjure 
** them all. — I am afbldier, and follow honour l'* 

" And ever ihall/' enraptured cried the Hermit, *« I have 
•' tried, and find thee worthy, even beyond my utmoft wilh I 
*' On then, aflail thy father's foes, and from his lips receive 
•« the praife thy noble deeds demand. The man that ftole 
•« thy Laurais not thy father l" 

Struck with aflonifhment for fome moments, Edmund was 
loft, but recovering himfelf exclaimed, ^ Manfton not my 
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*^ father !*— Where, venerable man; then muft I feck him ?** 
€i — <f Not in fplendour," anfwered the Hermit, •• thei 
" golden rdof, the foft luxuriant couch have long been ftran- 
" gers to him. : Far from ambition, attentive only to thy: 
*« welfare, has he been fecluded from mankind; but I will 
^* not trifle; longer. — Behold, my Edmund, in me thy -fa-. 
«' ther, and jreal Earl of Manfton I 

*• Czn it be ?'* exclaimed the enraptured Edmund, ^* Yet 
" there isfomething in that face tells me it is a crime to 
*• doubt I" — *• Receive," faid the Hermit, *' the fond embrace 
** of paternal love ! My long loft child, my Edmund ! Dear 
*« image of jthy fainted mother I — But follow me, I will at 
*• large unfold thy birth." The Hermit then led him to the 
inner part of the cave, and feating themfelves at his frugal 
board and chearful fire, he thus began the tale of other days: 

** At the age of twenty-two I fucceeded to my father*s 
^* eftate, with all his honours, and was high in the favour and 
<* eflcem of my prince. This ufiirper of our name, Sir 
«« Hugh De Courcy, a Norman knight, fcid two beautiful 
" fifters, Maud, the eldeft, incurred his difpfcafure, by mar- 
*• rying Lord Raby, who, as well as myfelf, for the fake of 
«• his fifters, had made many overtures towards a reconci- 
^' liation. Unfortunately, however, it only augmented former 
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** diflferences^. De Courcy was fo enraged againft liis lifter, 
«♦ that he denounced vengeance againft her; and daily ingra- 
** tiating himfelf with the Prince, our prefent Sovereign ; his 
" hate feemed daily to increafe in proportion to his favour at 
" Court. 

" I had long loved his fifter, the beauteous Emma, and 
*' fhe returned my paffion. I forgot my refentment, and 
•* made propofals to her brother, of fo liberal a nature, that 
** had not hate prcp<uiderated aver intereft, he muft have ac- 
•« ceptedf I was rejeded with the moft mortifying contempt, 
" and your dear mother treated with the greateft cruelty. 
** Being, however, of an ^e to chufe for herfelf, and remon- 
" ftrances hiving no effedl, fhc boldly fled her prifon, and 
^ took fhelter at St. Bernard's Prioiy. 

« Lord and Lady Raby received her with open arms, and 
*« having privately fent for me, after fome little hefitation on 
** her fide, I received her from the hand of Lord Raby, as the 
** choiceft gift of heaven ; and, for three fliort years, we lived 
*• happieft of the happy. At the expiration of that time you 
** was fix months old, and remembrance of all our paft fufFer- 
*« ings were obliterated when we beheld thee fmiling in infant 
" fport. Oh, days of pleafure ! fleeting as the winds ! How 
'*' many painful hours have ye fincc ocaifioned me ? But all 
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^* will yet be well, now I have found my boy. DeCourcy 
^* had fuggefted to the King that I was unfaithful to his inter- 
** tereft; blazoning at the fame time his own injuries, and 
•* aflerting that I had, by the connivance of Lord Raby, fe- 
** duced his fifter by a promife of marriage I never meant to 
** fulfill^ loudly demanding juftice for this diflionour of his 
«* family* 

•* The King believed his artful tale, and gave him fuH 
«* commiffion to affumc to himfelf my titles and eftates, 
*« and full power to feizc my perfon wherever found. Hi& 
*• fifter was delivered up entirely to his care. Bome upon 
** wings of hate, he foon arrived with all his vaflak at Man- 
•• fton Caftle. Unapprizcd of his coming, I had but jull 
♦* time to fliut myfelf, my Emma, thee, and a few faithful 
** fervants in one of the towers of the caftle. Means of de- 
•« fence we had but few, but were unanimoufly determined, if 
** every means of efcape were loft, to fell our lives as deaf as 
•* pdflible. Even my Emma, trembling for her huiband and 
<* her darling boy, would not be reftrained from ufing her 
•« feeble efibrts. This intrepidity aftonifh^d even our enemies, 
•* to fee a woman, whole heart was replete with all the foftnefs 
^* of her fex, yet when the ties of wife and mother called 
*« fcMTth her fortitude, could defy every danger in the caufe of 
«< nature ; but all her heroifin proved vain : the gates were 
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^ battered down, and injuftice triumphed. I performed deeds 
^* fcarce credible. In the firft ontfet of defpair I fought not 
<• for myfelf, but for thofe far dearer to me than life ; for them 
** alone I preferved a being, which bending with difgrace, be- 
** came a load almoft too heavy for exiftcnce ; but, over- 
<« powered with numbers, and wounded, my fury availed me 
«• nothing; like the lion caught in the unfeeling hunter^s 
** toils, I raged at the true fcnfe I had of the mifeiy before 
«* me. I faw my Emma torn from my embrace ; for though 
" unarmed and helplefs, (he ftill hung on me, as if fecure of 
** protedlion by my prefence, and Toothed my diftraiSfcion with 
«* all the fondnefs of conjugal love, 

^ She faw my Ipirit flaming with indignation, ready to break 
<* the fetters which confined it to the body. She faw — ^and 
•* with her eyes gliftening with tears, pointed to thee, my Ed- 
^ mund, whom fhe held to her matron breaft ; Ihe looked on 
«* both, in all the filent eloquence of grief, I inftandy for- 
^ got all the horrors of my own fate, and clafping my arms 
♦* about ye both. Gracious Providence ! I cried, look down 
^« upon my Emma, nor let her be the innocent vidtim ; but 
** fufFer Manfton to bear it all, and fave hi^ Emma and her Ed- 
*' mund tool** 
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** The guards were moved at our diftrefs. The tear of pity 
** ftole down the cheek of fome lefs hardened than the reft# 
^* and who knew, perhaps, the endearing tender tie of wife 
" and child ; but De Courcy foon finifhed the melancholy 
^* fcene. He came, like a fierce wolf, growling for his deftined 
** prey. At his command they dragged my fainting Emma 
** from my arms ! — Barbarous fiend, he caught thee from her, 
** and dafhed thee on the ground !. — Quick recovering to the 
** fliarpeft anguifh, I heard her rave and Ihriek. for. her child 
" andhufband, alas, unable to relieve her. 

** He followed to dkc^ her guards, when in zit inftant, 
** animated by more than mortal ftrength, I burft from thofe 
** that held mc> and fiiatching my crying infant in my arms, 
^* unknowing of the path I chofe^ I fled. Chance direded 
** me to a fmall houfe, not far ifrom the Caftlc. I found it all 
** in confufion, and was told that Lord Manfton, coming to 
** take pofleflion of his fortune, had left there his wife and in*- 
" fant fon, till the cafUe was properly cleared for their recep- 
•• tion, but that the infant was juft then expired in fuddea 
*^ convulfions. 

** Impelled by a fecret Providence, I demanded adtaiflion^ 
•* and entered the chamber where Lady De Courcy fat. Her 
** maternal grief looked lovely, and infpired new hopes. I 
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•• ffung thee at her feet, and knek before her. — She ffarted ! 
•* Ah, Madam ! fly not the wretched !— They cannot hurt 
** you !'* — ^* Unhappy man }** her tears redoubling while fhe 
" fpoke^ «« I know thee now/' — Her tears, my child, now 
•' flowed for us j — •* Lord Manfton,'^ faid fhe, •* the time 
*• will not permit me, as I would, to tell my tale of forrow ; 
** But pity and forgive a woman as tmly wretched as thou 
*« thyfelf canfl: be ! — I am the daughter of the Earl of Kent, 
*• and oft beheld thee, when among die youthful lords that 
•* graced King Edward's Court. Wilt thou not condemn my 
*• weaknefs, when with a blufh I own I faw and loved F' — 
** I was amazed ! — But recovering herfelf with a refolute 
** air, continued her difcourfe^. 

•« I mufl: not hear, my Lord, your anfwer, but wiH tell 
*• thee, that in a tranfport of defpair, I heard De Courcy's 
•* vows, and by the King's command I married him. But 
** Heaven is juft, and ever puniflies thofe vows the tongue 
** pronounce and heart difclaims t — I have lofl my child, the 
*^* cmly tie that reconciled the thoughts of life. Knowing my 
*• hufband'is purpofe, I accompanied him merefy to do yoii 
" fervice. — I can, and will. — ^Fly then^ a difguife and 
" faithful guide fhall attend thee to a place of fafety. AH ap« 
^•^ plication to the King is vain j truft to my gaurdian care thy 
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^* wife and cJiild. But let me firfl exaift a promife, never 
** while I live, attempt my hulband*s life ; for I muft revere 
** him, though I cannot love !** 

••* She then ordered a faithful fervant to attend me, and had 
** the dcceafed infant privately interred, injoining the few 
** who attatided to eternal fecreqr^ She then laid thee, my 
^* Edmund, in his place, beAowing on thee many carreffes. 
^« The reditude of reftoring Ay ancient right, reconciling 
*• the idea of dupliciqr, I left thee, and ftied many bitter 
•** tears 1 indeed they were, my fon, and the firft that ever 
*• difgraced thy father's cheeks. 

** In a religious garb I pafled the Priory, but knew too 
^' well that their countenancing me would but haften their own 
*^ ruin. I therefore only breathed a pafling figh, and traverfed 
" this wood. In this cave I found the venerable inhabitant 
** bending bene«ith the weight of age, and making him ac- 
*• quaiilted with my difbrefles, he pitied and relieved nw, 
«* gently foothing my woe-worn foul, and patiently attending 
*^ to the efEiiions of defpair. This worthy friend advifed 
«« my ftay with him for fome time, in cafe any fortunate event 
<« Ihould intervene. By his admonitions I became tolembly 
<< calm, and refigned to my hard fate, when in the laft vifit 
•^ my attendant made to the caftle, he brought me the un- 
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*< jhappy tidings that my dear. Emma was no more : the 
" u(urperhad extended his hate to the innocent inhabitants 
^* of the Prioiy, and they, as well as myfelf, were* be- 
** come exiles ; but nobody could inform him where. The 
f ' good old Hermit, watched with parental care over the firft 
^' tranfports of my grief, and awakoied in me the powers of 
** r^flei^ion and refignation, his advice was;*— — 

*' Tempt not misfortunes, but bear^faem when come with 
** Chriftian fortitude. Itiis life is but a (hort journey, 
" through which eveiy man travels, and muft bear with pa- 
** tience the few difficulties that are thrown in his way. Sup- 
*' pofe yourfdf going in hafte, and highly elated, to fome 
** tournament, or other place of diverfion, would not you un- 
^* dergo with pleafure wliatever hardfhips might oppole your 
** entrance, either as a party or mere fpedtator? Even fo is life, 
* * calm and unruffled we fliould meet our feveral trials, and think 
*' all that's ordained is right. This is true philofophy, and 
** might foon be rendered pradical by keeping proper guard 
** over the paflions when in their infency. Warmth of tern- 
'* per too often carry man out of his proper fphere, and rcn- 
** derhim wretched, by a retrofped:ion of his former con- 
** d\xQ^ How commendable then is it to corredt that failing, 
'* and by gaining the nobleft of all vi(^ories, that over our- 
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*' felves ! — Infure a calm old age, unanoyed by ftrife, and 
** undifturbed, by confcience, often a troublefome, but attloft 
•* neceflary gueft/' 

** With fuch precepts did the good old man foften and in- 
** form my mind, till death robbed me of this ineftimablc 
** friend. His grave, the work of his own pious hands, is 
** not far from hence. There, with the afliftance of my 
** faithful fervant, I depofited the corfe. After fome due 
'* honours paid to his memory, as much as time and place 
" would permit, I longed for fome intelligence of my boy, 
** and leaving my attendant at the cave, in the Hermit's drefs, 
'* I procured, at the next town, a grave habit and artificial 
** beard, and repaired to the caftle, foliciting admiffion as a 
** poor friendlefs ftranger. 

** Through the humanity of the amiable Bertha, I got ad- 
** miflion. Time and grief had made fo great an alteration, 
♦* that Ihe knew me not. The falfe Earl finding me not iUi^ 
** terate, the wifhes of my heart was compleated, by having 
** you, my child, committed to my care, to receive the firft 
*' rudiments of inftruiftion. Motives of delicacy hindered my 
** difcovering to Bertha who I really was, and ihe ftrenuoufly 
„ oppofed an entire ftranger having the management, and 
<« forming the principles of, her child, fo (he always termed 
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•' thee, my Edmund, and in truth ever treated thee as fuch. 
*« Objedlions only ferved to render the Earl more obfti* 
<* nate in my favour, and I tutored thee unknown for feven 
** years/* 

•* Is it poffible/' interrupted Edmund, his eyes fparkling 
with pleafure, ** do I, in you, recognize the worthy, the 
** benevolent Ekigarl Pious inftrudlor of my headftrong 
•* youth, whofe lofs I ever mourned ?*' — " The fame,** re- 
joined the delighted father. ** At that age a public fchool was 
•* propofed, and as it coincided with my plan of education, I 
** I fought not to oppofe it. You will wonder, perhaps, at 
** thy father's * enduring to live under the roof of the man 
** that had injured him; but I was meditating new projecSts 
** to reftore my right ; and warlike occupations fo frequently 
" employed the Earl, that Manfton Caftle w^as fcarce ever 
** feen by him, except by chance. I once, however, met 
*« with an opportunity I did not negledt, of roufinghis con- 
** fcience. You remember I accompanied you to the col- 
*' lege, in returning, we pafled a ford; the ufurper being 
•* mounted on a fpirited horfe, it reared in the water, and 
" threw his rider, who was carried by the current down 
•« the ftream. — Forgetting at that inftant all my injuries, and 
^' liftening only to the gentle pleadings of humanity, I 
** plunged after the fallen Lord, and had the good fortune to 
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^< fave him.-^After fome little time opening his eyes, he 
^^ fiiid^^* Edgar, I thank thee; thy noble intrepidity has faved 
/* my life, and Manfton fhall reward it !*' — This rouzed 
^' every recoUedion, and fixing my eyes upon him, pro- 
^* nounced, De Courcy (at that he flarted) Manfton*s feelings 
^* will indeed reward him. This is his revenge, behold him 
^* prefent to thy fight. Thou art now unarmed and unpre* 
^* pared. When wc meet again *tis death alone decides 
" our mortal ftrife I — I then rode up to the fcrvants, and 
'* gave proper diredions to have him conveyed home. I 
** made the beft of my way to an adjacent town, Icav- 
** ing there the horfe, with orders, a week after, to convey 
^ it to Marifton Caftie. I returned by night hither, and 
*« again refumed the hermit, fully fatisfied with my own 
^ condud. 

** A few years fince I loft my faithful Robert. I buried 
*« him near my worthy friend, and fearing to be known, have 
** fince heard, but imperfedly, concerning my friends, till 
*« De Courcy 'slaft barbarities at the Priory refounded through 
«* the country ; and the other night him and Sir Phillip 
** De Mcmtford, levealed in their converfation a great deal 
«* of what has lately pafled, refpeding the cave ccmcealed 
•* among the mins. My heart felt for poor Laura. Sir 
^< Phillip blamed him much for offering hvt to her fo recently 
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•• after the death of his wife, and commended her rejeAion of 
" his fuit; but it feems Sir Phillip loves the lady Juha, who 
•« detefts him for the known profligacy of his manners* — 
•* Owing to this contempt has been her confinement j and De 
" Courcy then Iblemnly renewed the vow that fhe Ihould con- 
•* fent to marry him, or he would fhut her up for life in a mo- 
** nailery. He then artfully alluded again to Laura, and every 
^* fcruple of Sir Philip^s being removed by the oath of De 
** Courcy- He promifed his ailiflance with the utmoft ala- 
♦* crity.** 

** I thought,^ laid*Edmund, fmiling, ** you knew not the 
♦* friend that attended this : I cannot yet frame my tongue to 
** call him villain/* — " *Tis true, young man,*^ replied Lord 
Manfton, ** but refle(ft you did not then know yourfelf, nor 
** could I tell my fon Would prove worthy of fo facred a de- 
•* pofit as the fecret of his birth. Twelve rolling years in 
** youthful minds, produce the efie(as of ages in fettled gra- 
** ver years ; — ^but, well plcafed, I find the precepts of Edgar 
•* were not unworthy of the fon of Manfton. Guefs my 
♦' joy and furprife, not unmixed with terror, when firft thy 
** loud complaint affailed my ears ; but when I faw thee, tho' 
*• in frantic horror, theimageof my Emma feemed renewed, 
•* and I no longer doubted. I again embrace thee, child, bom 
** to misfortimes, yet bom to foar fuperior to them all, and 

N «^ rife 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 46 ) 

** rife refplendent from every cloud ! — The handof envy may 
•* throw over thy days of life I — ^Then retiire, my Edmund, 
*' my rufliy couch fhall lend thee for a few moments, fome re^ 
** miflion from furprife and trouble- — ^To-morrow's dawn thou 
*< flialt condudt me to the cave; there, after embracing the 
*^ inhabitants of its dreary manfion, we will embark for the 
^* Holy Land. The King, though fometimes blinded, is ge- 
^* nerous, and fuch numerous witnefles muft confute evenDe 
** Courcy's well-told frauds. — But why fhould I rely on 
** them ? The noble Richard will feel for his ancient warrior, 
** again difdaining eafe, and raifing the fhield againft his ene- 
'* mies. He is the charaiSer a kingtever Ihould maintain, 
** juft to his laws, and to his people generous ; he watches 
*• their intercft as a tender father does a race of darling 
** young I — Happy Raby ! Happy Manfion ! when thy 
" brave prince, didated by tmth, deteds this monfhrous 
** fraud, and make three different houfes happy in their an- 
'* cient rights, reflored to honours, friends, and liberties lofl 
** to them for years. Old genuine hofpitality fhall mark the 
" change, and all the land fhall find their peers reflored !** 

So fpoke the Earl, and to his rufhy couch retired. Scarce 
had the day tinged the eaftem fkies with orient red, when 
drowfy fleep, difdaining, the noble hermit rofe, and called 
Lord Edmund to hail the tuneful lark, fweet fongfler of the 
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Iky, all nature feemed arrayed in the gayeft colours, and the 
fun illuminated the heavens with its moft brilliant rays. Ed- 
mund, fcarce reconciled to the amazing change, yet rejoiced, 
and met his delighted father with a countenance which (hewed 
the innate pleafure of his foul. — " Come, my fon,'* faid Lord 
M anflon, ** lead me to the cave : let me embrace our amiable 
** relations. From this aufpicious day be the interefts of Raby 
** and Manfton only one. 

Edmund, with eager hafty fteps, led towards the Priory, 
and entered the cottage of Hubert, which was empty. They 
explored the windings of the cave ; in one of the apartments 
they met the good old man ; he viewed them with furprife ; 
but Edmund, ever impatient, interrupted his enquiries, by 
afking for his friend, •* Where is my Raby ? — Condudt me to 
** him, that I may introduce my father, and bid him a long 
*• farewell !" — ** Seek him not here," anfwered Hjibert, 
with a fmile ; " This morn he went*' — *^ Where ?" exclaimed 
Edmund. Difappointment cmlhed at once the glow of 
youthful ardour friendfhip had animated his countenance 
with, '' Where muft I feek him ?" — '^ At the head of war- 
** like thoulands," anfwered the old man, while the enthu- 
fiafm of age gave energetic force to his expreffion, " as a vo- 
" lunteer. William de Harcourt, by name, he braves the foes 
" of Chriftendom ! — His gallant fpirit heard with indignation 
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** the infults his countiys laws and religion fuilained from 
** Saracen unbelievers, and diough deprived of the privilege 
** of ferving as himfelf, like a true hero, difdainingfcrv^ile ap- 
*' plaufe, renders his aid, and hides his former laurels in the 
*• prefent. Though gained obfcurely, yet they will be more 
** fplcndid than thofe the voice of adulation heaps upon the 
** plumed hero !** 

** Oh> bravery of foul !** exclaimed LordManfton, ** true 
** heroifm, and I truft willbe rewarded." He then enquired 
'' for the Lady Maud f — ** She is gcwie with her brother,'*^ 
rejoined Hubert, ** as oa account of his wound they can only^ 
" travel by eafy joumies ; his lifter, and thred domeftics^ form 
'* all the fuit of Raby^s potent heir. Afe they all faithful,'** 
afked the Earl, " their fidelity /well tried and well approved ?**' 
** AUfave one, and he, if looks ind manners caft in the 
'' fofteft mould, can indicate the intentions of the heart, is 
** honeft. He joined the travellers on the high road, contigous 
** to the ruins. His appearance a genlle boy j the modefl: 
** blufh of youthful diffidence* glowed cm his cheek, and the 
** fhining tear ftood trembling in his eye ; he feemed as if 
V* efcaped fome wonderoUS ill or murderous fnare. The ge** 
** nerous Raby, ever attentive to diftrcfs, demanded in the 
** kindeft accents the occafion of his fear ?" 
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•« Oh, Sir/* faid the beauteous youth, '* pity and pro- 
tedl me ; I throw myfeif upon your goodnefs, to fave 
me from utter ruin ; prefent death would be my choice, ra- 
*« ther than to remain in England. By your appearance I 
** Ihould call you noble, and a foldier; Oh, let me attend 
•« your wariike fortune ; take a helplefs orphan, opprefled by 
*« cruel men and ftern power, into your proteAion, for here 
•* each inftant my life is in danger." 

" His voice, his manner, but above all his artlefs looks, 
•* were innocence, and beauty contended for pre-eminence, 
** fo pleafed Lord Raby, that he told him to fear nothing, but 
•* follow him ; his fortunes he (houM (hare, and if fuccefsful 
** he would rife far beyond his prefent expedations. A 
** deeper crimfon now dyed the face of Lucius (fo he called 
" himfelf). ** Heaven knows,** faid he, •« I aflc not fplen- 
** dor; worlds, without oneblefling, were to me as nothing !** 
** Seeming as if he had gone too far, he was ready to fink 
** with confufion, when Lord Raby eagerly enquired what 
** that bleffing was ? — After fome little hefitation anfwered, 
<* Feace of mind ! But, Oh fpare me. Sir ! nor afk me to re- 
** new the recital of my grief/* — Lord Raby then ordered a 
" horfe for his new companion, and they proceeded to the 
*^ road, where I parted from them, and they were foon out of 
<* fight.** 
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By the advice of this faithful domeftic they remained fome 
days at the cave, till De Courcy's yaiJaU had joipf d their 
mafter. He heard with furprife Lord Manfton's ftory^ ^d told 
him he remembered well the time it happened, but could not 
recolle<5t any circumftance of Lady Manflon's death. He 
heard Ihe difappeared, and that fome years after Lady De 
Courcy died, reported by fome to be occafionexi by his ill 
ufage, but more generally believed her compladnt to be a deep 
decline. — Lord Manfton heaved a deep figh at the remem- 
brance of his Emma, and another to the men>9ry of a woman, 
whpfip partial opinion of him was the original caufe of her 
difguft, and who had fo generoufly protected him and his 
family.— He lamented that fiich worth fliould ever be un- 
happy. . • 

After fome days abode at the Priory, they fet forward on 
their journey, and were fo effediuaHy difguifed by tjbueir armour, 
that the ntoft penetrating eye of obfervation could not difcover 
them. They turned to take a h& look at the Prioiy from the 
fummit of the hilL Edmund fighed; the remenodbranoe of 
Laura imifed a momentary uneadinefs in his bofom. At fome 
diftaiM)ethcy met Siir Htillip De Montfonl, riding full fpced, 
attended by three fervwits* He ftoprpcd the ftrangers, and en- 
quixfvd if they had kegi a youog Jady near that neighbour- 
hood, and ended with an artful infinuation to know who they 
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were ? Being informed they had not met any fuch perfon, and 
that they were volunteers to the royal camp in Paleftine, he 
wi(hed them every fuccefs they could defire, told them the 
King was not yet embarked, and that his friend, the Earl of 
Manfton, had the command of the army now on its paflage ; 
adding, that he ought to have accompanied him, but juft be* 
fore they went on board, v> expr^s had arrived from St. Ber- 
nard's Priory, to the Earl, with information that his daugh- 
ter, the Lady Julia, and his promifcd bride, had eloped from 
thence, and nobpdy could tr^ce the way fh^ had takeii: That h^ 
had fearched all the country round without cfkiSt, ^uid was 
then pofting to London, Jo obtain from the King hijs royal 
proclamation for dilcovering her* 

They parted, after many profeffions of regard from the 
knight, owing to their resolutions of going the crufade, and 
promiiing to enquiie after his, loft Jjilia. They foon arrived at 
the fea fide, where they found, contrary to Sir Phillip's expec- 
tatiop, the K.i^g ready to embark, antd obttined their paflage 
in one of the (hips whiqh conveyed th^ troops. Tlwy had a 
ihort and pkafant voyage, and ^^ftfir touching at the ifle of 
Cypni$, made the bdl of their w^ to the aUkd 9l»nies of 
the Cbriftian Princes, then on th^ijr pwch t0 Jpppji,, wberfc 
the fbrcei of Saladin lay encamped. 
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Lord Edmund*s foul was fired with indignation at feeing 
the ufurper of his father's name and honours, filling his rank, 
and giving orders where he ought only to obey. His youth- 
ful pride was hurt, but his father, more accuftomed to the 
world, treated it with the contempt it deferved, and with a 
triumphant fmile faw him in all his arrogance and pride mar- 
fhal the troops, and exercife upon them his ill-gained power. 
But behold the change a few hours wrought in the haughty 
favourite ! The King arrived, and to him he refigned thecom-^ 
m^id, with the moil abjed: fervility. The contraded brow 
was fmootl«d, and the fupple courtier fupplanted the impe- 
rious general. Edmund viewed his behaviour, and turning 
to his father " Oh, Sir ! this more than convinces me. 
** This one inftance of an abjedt fpirit were fufficient, if I 
" had a doubt remaining to clear it ; not a veftige of the 
** Eaii of Manfton can I trace in De Courcy ! — ^Poor abjed: 
** wretch! enjoy thy fhort Jived triumph T* 

The King was impatient to fignalize himfelf by fome 
great maflcr-fhroke, before the army was reinforced by the ex- 
pedled French and Italians, who, jealous of Richard's rifing 
glory, pronounced it impoffible for his army to remain in Pa- 
leftine, if not aided by them. He therefore propofed ftorming 
the Saracen camp, as a prelude to the taking of Joppa, by 
them deemed invincible. But the hiftory both of ancient and 
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modem date, has evinced that no difficulties or danger arc 
ever fufficient to deter the hardy Britons from the moft daring 
attempts : the report of Richard's arrival fpread round the 
country, and difFufed a univerfal panic ; they too well knew 
his a<9tive genius as a foldier, and with ttzfoh dreaded what- 
ever his enterprizing fpirit dared propofe or execute. Accor- 
dingly proper orders being diftributed to the different officers 
throughout the camp, at midnight they began a filent march, 
and before break of day arrived clofe to the advanced guard of 
Saladin's camp, without diffeovery* The wofd being given, the 
attack began* 

Saladin was in council with his chiefs, whenc the cty of 
*^ Ring Richard is come t" aftd the ckfliing of ar nts^ rcfotirtdcrf 
in their ear^ > they flew to the pl^e of combat, and fdund 
the akiim too juffly grounded to* admit of doubt. Tike Sultan 
was ofeKged to exert his utwioft infffueAce to rfecovcrhisrfbldiers 
firoitithe tertw that liad^ feizekJ tfeem : he at length g'Ot them 
under fome fort of command, and drew up his artrty to op- 
pofe the Englifh, who flill gained upon their foes. Saladin, 
eveiy where in^ perfon, animatjoi his tr^oops, and partly 
by thfeat^>^ P^rdy by fwomifes, iwdiic^d tHefifi' t& %ht 
— ^The ^roe^ cf Rkhafd^ life* to' dort4«^> foftaSiWrf 
the charge, and dfivk% thcttn bach,^ flMerisJd the ^nfrferitflV- 
ments with them> tfeough Ae way wa» wfefli dif^ui^ by the 
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Saracens, who finding themfelves drove to the laft extremity, 
fought defperately. Earl Manfton and his fon, by their bra- 
very, attraded the notice of King Richard, who, upon 
enquiry, finding that they were obfcure men, who had entered 
as volunteers, gave orders when the battle Was over, if they 
furvived, to conduct them to his prefence* 

Edmund, wherever danger feemed to threaten, was ftill fore- 
moft ; and as the heat of battle levels all diftindlion, feemed 
to contend with Richard himfelf, for fuperiority. The Sara- 
cens attempted to make good their retreat, and the Englilh 
founded a purfuit, in the midft of which the Earl of Stafford, 
who led the Englifli horfe, was flain. His men flopped, till 
Edmund, feeing their diforder, caught the falling ftandard, 
and called to them to follow him j they did, and joined the 
King in fafety. He gazed with wonder and delight on the 
young Edmund, whofe Helmet being Joft, his fine flaxen hair 
flowed in ringlets over his armour, and added fuperior dignity 
to his looks. 

The Sar4cens made a valiant effort to rally and flifengage 
themfelves, when Richard's horfe dropped dead under him^ 
and the few faithful foldiers that had parted from the main 
body to fupport his eager purfuit, could not have prefervcd 
their King ; but Edmund, quick in thought, and bold in exe- 
cution. 
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cution^ flung himfclf by the King, and fnatching the royal 
helmet put it on, and again fpringing into his faddle, cried 
** I fiirrender to the Saracen chief; but let my people pafs un- 
** hurt ; to flop the now vain purfuit, I am Richard !** — ^All 
eager to fecure the royal prize, neglcdted thofe that followed, 
and with tumultuous fhouts conduced him to the Sultan, but 
more like a triumphant conqueror than a prifoner. They all 
feared the name of Richard in fo great a degree that not one 
had even prefumed to afk his fword. 

Saladin had afTumed all the grandeur a field of battle could 
poffibly admit, to receive his royal prifoner, and putting on 
a flem afped, determined to upbraid him with firfl com- 
mencing hoflilities in his kingdom. — ^The youthful Lord ad- 
vanced towards him with a mofl intrepid air, and with pecu- 
liar dignity, lifting up the royal helmet, where the crown fhone 
with refpkndcnt lufbre,— ** Behold me, noble Saladin, not as 
" King of England, but as one of Richard's fubjeds ! — He 
" is fafe from thy malicious rage, therefore on me, devoted 
" to my king, revenge the difappointment !" 

^* Wretch!" exclaimed the difappointcd Sultan, *' the 
«* cmcllefl of tortures be thy doom !" — " Come on,** cried 
*• die undaunted Eklmund, drawing his fword, *• I brave 
•' them all, nor will I be the firfl Englifhnun that has 
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** yielded to infidels I — I have laved ray King, and ^ory 
** in the thought ! — My life fliall coft ye dear I — Let loofc 
•« your armed bands, and let me fall nobly, for torture 
*« never fhall ftretch my joints, while life remains to guard 
" them!^' 

Struck with amazement at the coolnefs with which he 
defied his power, Saladin rofe from his throne, and the fe- 
rocity of his countenance brightening with a fmilc : '* Go, 
'* noble and unconquered youth ! Go inform thy brave coun- 
** trymen, that even we can diftinguifh merit, and reward 
•* it !**— Then turning to his officers, he comnoandcd them 
to give the youBg ibldier feme refiiefhments, and coodufk him; 
to the Eogliflx carap with every military honour as due to 
hijnfclf!--*'Thcy all crouded round ta behold the man who 
by his courage awed even tl^ir Sultan* . After being treated 
with evety ceipedl he coidd occdve, a cho&n baofid conducted' 
him- to the camp.. The noife of his. arrival,, and the feme of 
the action,, which the Sajiacens related^ ffoezd throughout the 
camp, and foon reached the king ; he came be£3itt him: with: 
his vizer down. Richard's noble heart beat high with grati- 
tudje he haftedto eotbipace his hrave dcliYerer..—^** Infloruifl: me, 
" nobk youths** ftiid he,. " how to reward thy loyalty, wnd rc-^ 
•• ceiiveithe oweiAowings^ q{ a: tnind wpkte with: gratitude! 
'« what is thy aame ?^-WiJt th«>u; accept the hooaof kmght* 
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«* hood ? — Thou Ihak be my knight !— Take off thy helmet 
.** and kneel.** He held his fword ready to confer the in* 
tended honour, when Edmund bowing, ** Pardon me^ Sire, 
** I cannot accept the honours you intend me, nor yet unfold 
•* my reafons for refufing them. To-morrow's fun beholds 
** us at the gates of Joppa; gain we that important city, 
** then at thy feet grateful thou fhalt fee me, and if more 
*' worthy of thy favour aflc a boon. What I have at- 
** chieved allegiance to my King exaiSed !— With permiffion, 
** Sire, I humbly take my leave till Joppa own niy king 
** for hers!" 

Saying this he withdrew, leaving Richard more aftonifhed 
than evef at this evafive anfwer, and entreated De Courcy to 
endeavour to fathom themiftcry. The office pleafed him, 
aqd he determined the following night to {tizc both the (han- 
gers, and force them to confefs who they were ; for, confcic^s^ 
* * of his own guilt, he ever miftmfted the appearance in others. 
Mean while the anxious Edmund left no way untried to gain 
fome news of Laura; but the accoimts he heard determined 
him and his father to haften the difcovery of De Courcy*s 
treachery. It was reported in the camp that Lord Manfton 
was guardian to a beautiful young lady, who he alway kept 
confined in one of his tents, nobody having accefs to her but 
himfelf. Sir Phillip De Montford (who was juft arrived) and 
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Jber attendance* The next mornings before the day (carce 
^lawnedt the impatMnt troops were ready^ to attend their 
brave liadcjrs to the expedcd attack. They afliailed the jvalls, 
and though defimded by a luimeFous garrifon, and every for- 
tification of art and nature, that age produced ; yet the brave 
Engliih, difdaining all refinance, drove them from the battle- 
naents, and burft the gaito afunder. 

The niingled cries of dying fbldiers, and women m(hing 
through the Areets^ unknowing where to fly to iave them- 
felves and Ihrieking infants was dreadful ; fomc forgetting 
their danger, clafping their dying friends, and lamenting 
the lofs of hufbands and fethers ipi one common fate l-rr-Tho* 
accxiftomed to fuchfcenes^ the generous king felt for them, 
and bid the rage of flaughter ceafc !— Particular orders were 
given to fpare and proteiSt tlie females. The command was 
heard and regarded, as far as the the tumult would permit, not 
<wily by the Englilh •but the Saracens, who, underftanding 
wh?it was meant, flung down their arms, and cried, " Op- 
^* pofe no more J-^He is a god ! He cannot be a man !" 

While the conqueror flood didating clemency to his fbl?- 
diers, a flxanger of majcftic figure broke through the croud, 
and kneeling to the king, prefented him the colours of 
the citadeL He turned to view him, but making a low 
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obciiancc, he mingled with the throng and was loft from the 
penetrating eye of Richard, nor could his exprcfs command 
find out this valiant knight. 

That fame evening that . Joppa was in po<feflion of Chfif- 
tians, the French, ander King Kiillip, arrived, and eftabliftied 
their head quarters near the city. A tournament was pro- 
claimed to be held in honour of Phillip and the late vi<^ry the 
next day, with pardon and proted:ion to all that claim^ it, 
chofe to leave the city. Permiffion was alfo given to bury 
their (lain, and by the clofe of the day Imne degrctt c£ peace 
was reftoied to the affrighted inhabitants. 

De Courcy, in walking round to fee the guards were all 
upon duty, was niet by an aged Saracen, who requefted to be 
conduded to the King, that he mighr kneel before him and 
thank his clemency. Dc Courcy wiihed to learn Abudah*^ 
bufinefs, but finding him altogether abferbcfd in contemp- 
lating Richard's excellent qualities, he introduceci him to the 
tent. The venerable man advanced enraptured, and with up- 
lift hands and bended knee implored Mahomet to blefe the 
guardian of his Zoraide ! — Richard enquired who Zoraide 
was ? difclaiming all knowledge of her.-^Lifting up his eyes, 
which fp'oke the hnguagehisfaukering tongue dented, he ftart- 
ed from his knees, terror took poffefltcn of him, •• Ah ! holy 
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" Alia ! am I fo curft a wretch ?"-r-The king amazed, bid 
him be compofed, and depend upon having ^whatever wrongs 
he had endured, redreffed. ,. 

•' Ah ! valiant King/' cried he, ** fame once fpokc loudly 
" of Abudah'8 deeds, but time that*s never to be recalled or 
^ flayed,' blots out the memory of the greateft worth. Re- 
** mote from courts, and as I vainly hoped, from war fccure, I 
** thought to pafs the evening of my days ! But where can 
** we fly from fate ? I freely own I h^ted thee, merely be- 
" caufe my trembling arm refiifed! to poifc the javelin againft 
** thee. Two children were the comforts of ray age. — 
** Ofmond, the glory of his delighted father, followed the 
^' footfteps of his prince, and Ofmond*s glory, Ofmond 's 
*' worth was heai'd from every tongue. Saladin thought him 
** worthy of his councils, his confidant, his bofom friend is 
^* Ofmond. His fitter, Zoraide, young and beauteous as the 
" lilly , or the opening rqfe, remained to cheer her father's 
** widowed houfe* Al^^l^fs her mannersi. and the genuine 
** dilates of her heart, a heart that knew no guile, flowed 
unreferved the inftrudtor of her tongue. 

*' One day ,we lengthened our ufual walk through a fmall 
" wood that fliades the diftant country from the fearching 
** eye, I was dwelling on our favourite theme, the valiant 
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** Ofmond, when a deep groan interrupted me. Zoraidc 
" ftarted, " Ah, *iy father, fome poor wretch, perhaps, 
" efcaped from battle, breathes in thefe fhades his laft, want- 
•* ing the common offices of humanity !"— Not waiting my 
" anfwer, fearlefs of danger Ihc ran into the part of the wood 
" from whence the groan iffued. The firft obje(5l that 
** ftruck her fight was a man extended on the ground, appa- 
** rently dead : the other a youth nearly overpowered with 
** griefs and making many fruitlefs efforts to aflifl the other. 
** Zoraide, after regarding for a moment the fallen flranger, 
" turned to me and exclaimed, ** He is dead, indeed, my 
*• father!" 

" The youth looked at her with inexprefTible horror, and 
** dafping his hands, " Then lam lofl for ever !"and fainted 
" on the body of his mailer. We raifed him up, and I found 
** Zoraide*s fears had not proved prophetic, and that they .had 
«* both only fainted, the one from lofs of blood, the other 
** from grief! — Their drefs was Englifh, and though declared 
** enemies to us, humanity would not fuffer me to abandon 
** them in diftrefs. Zoraide flew on the wings of compaffion 
** to the houfe, and brought the fervant^, by whofe afliftance 
** the unfortunate men were conveyed to our houfe, and proper 
** care being taken of the wounded man, he was foon able to 
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** tell me, •* That he was a volunteer belonging to the Englifh 
** troops, and had brought with him fron» England a beautiful 
" fifter whom he had placed, with proper attendance, at a 
" fmall village then in their pofleffion ; but Lord Piercy feeing 
** her by accident, admired her; but finding her inflexible to 
•* his fuit, had carried her away by force. That as foon 
** as the news had reached him, he purfucd the party, but all 
" his attendants forfaking him, except Lucius, his endea- 
•* vours had proved unfuccefsful to refcue his unfortunate 
•* fiften" 

•* The artlefs Zoraide mourned his lofs, and ftrove gently 
** to diflipate the clouds of grief that retarded his recovery* 
" How delighted was her benevolent heart when Harcourt was 
** able to reach the garden ; then fhe would fportive join the 
*' circling dance, or gaily to her lute the plaintive voice of 
** melody attune ! — I faw, alas, the change in both ! — They 
" lived but for each other. I reverenced Harcourt *s many 
*• virtues ; but an enemy to the laws of Mahomet, and a foe 
** to Saladin*s high empire, reafon and juftice, forbad me to 
** accept. I told the youthful pair that they muft feparatc, 
•* and for ever ! 

" Chagrin and difappointment marked the face of Har- 
*• court, while down the cheek of Zoraide faft ran the trick- 
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*' ling tear. Her unftrung lute hung carelefs by her fide, and 
** all difguife unknowing, gave a free loofe to woe fcarce 
•* uttemble. I interrupted not their laft farewell, when Lu- 
** cius, the youth whofe uncommon affedtion for his mafter I 
** have before related, came to the grove, with horror in his 
" face, and breathlefs with hafte, '* Arm all,** he cried, 
•* the contending armies come!** — ** Heavens!** exclaimed 
" the ftranger, " is Joppa then aflaulted, and I unable to 
•* (hare the glorious conflidt ? — But, Lucius, aid me quick; 
*• let me provide a place of refuge for the lovely Zoraide.** — 
** Pale tumed the cheek of that young mifcreant (for now I 
** find him fuch) ** Any requeft of yours, my honoured 
" mafter, at the hazard of my life, I dare fulfill. Be it my 
** talk to guard her, and fhould the rude hand of war aflail 
'* thefe peaceful groves, to England*s King, as to her guar- 
*^ dian genius, I will lead her trembling fteps ; one boon I 
*^ have to beg.** — ** Name it, my faithful Lucius,** cried 
" the knight, ** Harcourt muft grant whatever Lucius alks !** 
** Then fufFer me, when Zoraide is fafe> to return and fhare 
^ your glory or your death !** 

'* His mafter embraced him, " Brave youth!** faid he, 
** but thou art yet too young to hazard in that field of hardy 
** veterans, thy firft eflay.** — " No, my ever honoured Lord, 
*• in your defence I cannot fall too early. If death fliould 
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•' meet and feize me as his vidtim, refpedl my memory, and 
*' (hield my aflies from the common lot ! — Come, my lovely 
" charge.** He then led the weeping Zoraide through the 
** wood. 

** Harcourt drew his fword, and fought the battle. Your 
** foldiers prevented me from following my child ; but I con- 
*^ eluded Lucius had found in Richard*s tent an aflylum for 
** her innocence ; for at a diftance I beheld upon the walls 
** of Joppa him and Harcourt. As a firm rock they ftem- 
•* med the force that threatened to overwhelm them both in 
** one prodigious ruin. I faw the Valiant Harcourt fnatch 
** from oppofing ranks the Imperial banner ! — The enthu- 
*• fiaftic flame caught through the line, and Joppa was en- 
** flaved ! — All that now remains, great King, for me to 
** afk, is juftice on the boy; compell him to give up my 
child!** 

" By Heaven, and by St. George, the champion of our 
** ifle, he fhall !** exclaimed Richard, rifing from his throne*, 
** fee it proclaimed, good Manflon, through the camp, a 
•* hundred marks to him that firft difcovcrs the knight who 
** gained the walls of Joppa. Mean time conduift the g6od 
" Abudah to thy tent, and chear the old man*s forrows, while 
" I walk my nightly round.** 

Richard 
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Richard was thoughtful, and ruminated much on what he 
had heard ; when, pafling by De Courcy*s tent, a female voice, 
complaining loud, caught his attention j he flopped. — *' Why 
** why," continued Ihe, ** did fate unkind permit that we 
** fhould lofe the privilege of liberty for twenty years, im- 
'^ mured where gladfome light fcarce ever dawned ; and 
*« when reftored to friends, to family, and «very fond en* 
" dearing tie, rendered doubly pleafing, by being fo 
** lately known, to be fiiatched from them all, and made 
" a moft nnwilling prifoner in a diftant land ? — Oh ! 
" vile De Courcy, tremble for the upbraidings of remorfe 
'• thou muft experience for thefe deeds, when every tear thou 
*^ haft caufed me to fhed, will be rendered thee ten-fold back 
^ in mifery I But yet. Oh gracious Heaven I fpare his fon ; 
'* mark him not out the victim of his father's crimes ; on his 
*• devoted head be all thy vengeance j but on my Edmun^^s, 
" all thy choiceftbleflings I" 

She ceafed, and the King determined to feafdi deeply into 
the truth of this ilory/ He was aftonilhed at the general 
murmur of discontent which prevailed in the camp againil his 
general, and concluded, in his own breaft, as foon as the tour- 
nament was ended, to begin a minute inveftigation of his con-^ 
dudt. He refle^ed that, as a prince, he was the laft to hear 
truth, but refolved to be the firft to perform jultice. 

S He 
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He returned to his tent, fecretly rejoicing that he had dif- 
covercd the real charader of this Favourite, before too lite. 
The general, as ufual, attended his return, but found him 
thoughtful, referved, and gloomy. He enquired for Abudah, 
and was informed no fearch could find either HaicouFt w Lu- 
cius, and that Abudah was almoft diftradted for the lofs of his 
daughter : Meantime the lovely Zoraide was fafc. Lucius, in 
hafting with her to the camp, met Lord Edmund, who full 
well he knew, though Edmund fortunately rccolleded not him. 
Lucius informed him of the claim Zoraide had to his protec- 
tion, and conjured him to conceal her for Lord Raby^s fake, 
where no one might behdkl h«. Lord Edmund promifed, 
and led die trembling fair to his father's tent. They calmed 
the perturbation of her mind. She wifhed to fee hep father, 
nor had th« inoage of Harcourt n^de fo flight aft impreffion 
on -her heart as not fecretly to fharc the thought. 

Earl Manflon and his fon longed with impatience for the 
trumpet's found. By dawn of day they heard it, and fhaking 
off dull floth, armed for the field. Lofd Edmund's heart beat 
high with anxious hope, and dirowing off the* difguifc that 
had folong envdoped him, appeared the champion of his 
father's right. His armour was of bumifhed fteel, and upon 
his fhining helmeti high waved the downy plume ; his pon- 
derous 
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derous ftiield he hdd aloft, and in Tiis right hand wielded a 
iwbrd which many fallen Saracens had crowned with honour, 
and ihany years had by a Manftoa's arm defended England *s 
rights- Onwards to the . field he moved, while his firm 
ftep and tall majeftic port proclaimed him a knight of no 
fnaall rank in arms* . : . * 

Meanwhile the lifts wercr fcwrmcd, judges appointed, and 
crouds of expedlant gazers Ardngcd the field, Under cano- 
pies af ftatc were feated the,Kiilgs of England and of France ; 
the Dauphin, Duke of Biitgimdy, and all the peers of either 
land. Many knights were called, and many fpears were 
broke, till again the trumpet fcmidcd; tod from the camp, 
with eager and unequal ffece the. gieneral came. Impatient 
wrath and difcord fat upon his fcouling brow, and fullenly he 
took his ftand. At length through the crouded ranks Lord 
Edmund burfl,. and thus addreffed the King : 

'« aufpicious day with juftice ! — Behold the firanger kpight 
'' your generofity would, have rewarded. The time is now 
'* arrivejd; I ,co^ to claim the promife.of my King.**- — 
Richard arofe, and raifing up die youdivfiil hero, bade him 
fpeak boldly. — ** I will, my liege,** faid Edmund^ and turn- 
ir}g to the heraWa, bade ttienj proclaim the. combat, and chal- 
lenge 
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lenge Lord De Courcy. The general turned pale, and with a 
faultcring voice refufed to fight an ohfcure ftranger, one who 
had challenged him without an acculation, and refufed ac- 
knowledging a title legally granted. 

** Say rather/* cried the valiant Edmund, *^ obtained by 
" fraud ; but you (hall know your adverfary/* — He then 
took off his helmet, and bowed to the King. All that knew 
him, with one voice exclaimed, /* It is Lord Edmund T* — 
•* Vile parricide,^* cried De Courcy, ** (recovering again his 
** drooping fpirits) wouldft thou fill up the meafure of thy 
*^ crimes with a father's blood ?" — •* No,*' faid Edmund, 
** it is to defend a father ! — ^Here I difclaim thee, and thy 
** houfe, De Courcy ; and before the faints, and this auguft 
'* aflembly, declare myfclf Hubert, Earl of Manflon's fon, 
** by chance alone adopted thine !** 

^ Amazement ftrack every one 2— The King himfelf was 
fiifpended with doubt how to aft, when ihe loud trumpet 
announced another knight, of mien unequalled but by Ed- 
mund. The herald fpoke his charge : he defied the general to 
mortal combat, and openly accufed him as a traitdr, murderer, 
and ufurper. De Courcy, eager to give fome proof of innocence 
to intereft the King in his behalf, accepted his challenge,' Ed- 
mund, by the King's command, much againft his inclination, 
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gave up in favour of the Granger, who turning round and 
feeing him faid> ** fear not. Lord Edmund, to truft the arm 
'* of Raby.** — ** Do I then again embrace my friend? This 
•• is more than Edmund dared to hope !** 

Meanwhile De Courcy lowered around ; he faw his fate 
before him ; the gathering cloud feemcd ready to burft in ruin 
on his head. Again the martial clangor warned them to be 
ready, and a clofe encounter was begun. Long time the 
event was doubtful ; defpair on one hand, and juft revenge on 
the other, flowed dreadful from their fwords, when at the 
laft juftice prevailed, and on the fanguined earth De Courcy 
lay extended ! — ^Raby and Lord Edmund ailifted him to rife, 
and, at his own requeftled him to the King, whofe attention 
was engrofled by the latter. 

" By what proof, young man, can you affure the world 
** you are not the fon of De Courcy ; what witnefs can you 
** bring? — ** The greateft proof,*' cried an unknown, break- 
ing through the croud, ** an inconteftible witnefs — z Father ! 
" Behold, my liege, and recolledk ; — though this ponderous 
«« fteel, and twenty rolling years may well conceal me from 
<• thy knowledge. Hubert De Manilon, father to thisbrave, 
" this noble fon !** — De Courcy, at this tremendous appari- 
tion* (for fo he thought it) clofed his eyes, as fearing to be- 
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hold hira, and the pairi from his wound was nothing to the 
tortures of confciencc which wrung his foul. The King 
heard Lord Manfton's fufFerings witli an ear of pity, being 
previoufly prejudiced againfl: the general ; he fympathized 
with him and his Emma, unafked reftored all his former 
dignities, and inverted him with every new acquired honour 
his liberality had mifplaccd oii the now-fallen De Courcy. 

Edmund advanced, and entreated the King to enquire 
for his Laura, who finiled at his impatience, but the knight 
could only falter out in anfwer, ** I know not. Laft night 
*• fhe fled !**-r-.*« Ah, gracious Heaven ! again have I then loft 
«* her, when juft arrived at the very fummit of my wifhes ! 
^* Oh, 'tis too much!** In complaints like thefe did Lord 
Edmund bewail her precipitate flight. The King heard, and 
though a warrior, yet his foul was melted, and the kind tear 
flood trembling in his eye. Each generous Briton beheld with 
joy the anin>ated fcene ! The father f<Midly embraced his 
fon I Lctrd Raby held a hand of each ; and Richard defcend*- 
ing from his Throne, threw round them all, his arms paternal 
fpread, and clafped his faithful warriors to his heart I then 
turning to De Courcy, commanded his guards to feize' him, 
hi& item brow iridicating difpleafure. •* I will not ftain this 
** great aufpicious day with Wood, but to-morrow Ihall fee 
*' this traytor*s fate accompUflied/* 

Earl 
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Earl Manfton, with a countenance beaming with benevo- 
lence, kneeling at the King*s feet, entreated pardon for the 
man that had fo grofly wronged him, Richard fmiled ap- 
probation of his condud, and told lx)rd Manfton he was the 
arbiter of De Courcy^s punifhment ; but baniihed him the 
Court for ever. The Earl approached, and ordered fome 
attendants to convey him to a neighbouring cottage, where 
proper care could be taken of his wounds, afluring him, when 
perfedly recovered, he was at liberty. I give thee life and li- 
berty, for Emma*s fake. De Courcy turned away his face 
with a deep groan. The generous Manfton forbore to pain 
his enemy, and joined again the Court. 

The tournament proceeded with redoubled fplendour, and 
Lord Raby and his gallant friend gained great renown. After 
the fports of the day the two youthful lords retired to com- 
municate to each other the events that had befallen them fince 
their feparation. Lord Raby, after liftening with attention to 
Lord Edmund, recounted to him his meeting with Zoraide, 
and praifed to him, with all the energy of a lover, her artlefs 
innocence t — *• But Oh ! my dear friend, words cannot give 
** you an adequate idea of that interview fo eagerly fought for 
** by me, when thefweet girl, bluftiing, owned ftie loved, but 
*' that we muft part for ever I — ^This, in an inftant, daflied 
^* every hope. " Ah, Edwy," faid ftie, " you will no 
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♦* longer have Zoraidc to footh your grief with gentle ftrams 
•*^ to reft ; a father commands, a;id flie muft obey P'^— She 
** heard my eternal vows with tears.—** Oh, Edwy, the 
** thought is diftradtion ! While Zoraide alone was wretched, 
** Ihe could bear it with rcfignation ; but when (he knows 
•* thee partner in her diftrefs, her heart cannot fuftain it I 
** Wilt thou not, Edwy, glory in thy eafy conqueft ? But 
*• Zoraide knows not how to difguife her fentiments. I love 
** thee, Edwy, I admire thy many virtues, but muft now for 
-** ever leave thee !** 

** Her tears again interrupted herfpeech: I adored her 
** candour ; yet on what could I refolve ? — My duty to my 
•* country upbraided my inacSlivity, and my love for Zoraide 
•* hindered my forfaking her. While thus I hung over her, 
•* in all the mournful eloquence of grief, her father, Abudah, 
** interrupted us : he is, of all his countrymen, I think, the 
" beft ; brave, generous, and good, but to his own deter- 
•* mination inflexibly fevere. While drooping under the ri- 
** gour of his final fentence, the found of war re-animated my 
« foul- 

•* With hernowalmoft diftraded father *s permiflion, I con* 
«* fided my trembling fairto the protedtionof Lucius, and pledg- 
" ed my honour for her fafety. Theaffeiftion of Lucius for 
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" his mafter is furely unequalled ! — In every confliA he 
•' never once forfoolj me, and though his valour, checked by 
** his youth, never foared above mediocrity, yet all praife 
" would fall infinitely fhort of his deferts. Diflrefs never 
** told a tale but he was ready to relieve or fympathize. The 
'* gentleft maid could not have a foul more tuned to friend- 
** fhip and afFedion than this youth, and yet how can I re- 
" concile his concealment of my Zoraid# and fo fuddenly 
** withdrawing himfelf ? — Help me, my friend, to feek 
*' them j by Heaven, if he is falfe, my fword fliall do me 
•* right !*• 

Edmund fmiled, and took his hand. •* How happy am 
** I, noble Raby, to approve myfelf your friend, and to 
** eafe the oppreflion of heart you labour under. Turn with 
•* me, my Lord, nor think I trifle. Receive from my hands 
♦« the lovely Zoraide. Her delicacy of fentiments liave 
** charmed me. — I feel for you both the moft exalted fen- 
" timents ; change not colour, Raby, the image of Laura is 
^« not fo eafy effaced, that you need fear to truft me with the 
«* beautiful Zoraide.** % 

By this time they had reached Earl Manfton's tent. A 
curtain hid the lovely maid.—" Where is my lovely Zo- 
*• raide ?** At his well known voice, quicker than thought, 
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{he flew. He clafpt her to his breaft. — " Edwy,*' fighed flic, 
** I had forgot the world. I only thought of thee, and had 
** fat down to fink with filence to the ftwtdes of night ! 
" but thy dear voice, fweet as the houri' in the Prophet's 
^* grove, charmed back my foul > and gave it to the world P* 
Edmund faw this meeting with heart-felt pleafurc, and hafted 
to find his fatlicr, that he might participate with them in 
tlieirjoy. • 

The news* foon ran through the camp ,• great Cour De 
Lion was impatient to fee this eaftem fair, and ever attentive 
to make mankind happy, refolved to do likewife an adl of 
juftice, and on the following mora reflx)rc the fovely Saracen 
to her wretched father. Zoraide fighed ; Raby was alarmed j 
but Lord Manfton toW them to fear nothing, that he was 
their friend. ** I know too well what fufierings are, to trifle 
** for a moment with the happinefs of either. We have all 
'* done the King fome fervicc, and he is noble ; but if our 
" interceflion fail, Edmund, to ferve his friend, muft kneel. 
*' Richard cannot deny the man that faved his life by fo nobly 
** hazarding his own.** 

The next morning Abudah was cardered to the royal tent. 
With achifig heart he went. 2k)raide was there^ but veiled ; 
affedion, hoxvever, pleaded fo powerfully inhofbrcaft, that 
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anticipating the King's command, who defigncd firft to ibften 
Abudah, in favour of Lord Raby, Ihc threw herfelf into 
his arms, exdaiming, ** Ah, my dear, my honoured father ! 
** again behold thy Zoraidc ! Again Ihe Ihallfing thee to thy 
** gentle rejft, and watching fee thee {lumber undifturbed.** 
Abudah ftood aftonifhed, but rccollefting his fcattered 
thoughts, *• Oh, King !** faid he, " juftly admired for good- 
•* nefs as for valour, I humbly thank thee for this ineftimable 
«* gift ; and now have only to requeft permiffion to conduct 
•* her back to my once peaceful home/* 

Lord Raby eagerly advanced ; but Abudah, coUedling all 
his dignity, *• Stranger,** he cried, *♦ feek not again to difturb 
** the groves of Abudah ; nor tempt his child to leave her 
** father, in his white age, to mourn her difobedience!** — 
^* Hold r* cried the King, '* I have freely refigned your 
•* daughter from my power ; make me fome recompence, and 
■• by confuking her inclination render her happy ! — Lord 
•* Raby is a right noble peer, high in the favour of his 
•* Prince.'* — " I am unfortunate,** interrupted the Saracen, 
•* to refufe my benefador. My country, and her laws, alike 
** forbid* Prince Mirzah loves the maid ; for him Ihe is 
•• deftined, and muil comply. — Come, Zoraide, reqpunce 
•* this lord, and give a proof how much you love your 
*• father/* 

The 
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The unhappy fair one ftrovc to fpeak; fhe iighcd out 
" Edwy !** and funk lifelefs to the ground. Raby, eager to 
aflift her, lifted her in his arms, and tore from her face the 
veil. The King clafpedboth his hands in an agony of 
horror ! — " Ye faints and angels," exclaimed he *' defend 
*« me ! — It is — ^it is, the imgge of my adored, my long loft 
" Berengeria ! — Look up, dear angel, for fuch thoumuft be I 
" — ^Ah I wake to life, nor leave me in this fufpence !*' 

At the name of Berengeria the old man let go the hand of 
Zoraide, and with a pallid face of expcdtation, queftioned the 
King, where he faw Berengeria? — ** Where!" anfwered 
he, his voice broken and interrupted with emotion, ** Beren- 
** geria was my wife ! — Solemnly vowed mine at the church 
** of Cyprus. But her cruel brother foon difturbed our 
«* boafted happinefs. His curfed emiffaries ftole our child, 
«* the pledge of mutual love, whofe little infant* fmileS 
** were both our fcmd delight. My Berengeria, opprefled 
** with grief, funk to an untimely grave ! — ^Thefe hands per- 
«* formed the laft fad office to the beft of women, and clofed 
•* thofe brilliant eyes in one dark fleep for ever !" 

Hq ceafed ; and Abudah, putting both hands to his tur- 
ban, proftratcd himfelf at Richard's ftct^ thenfupporting the 
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trembling Zoraidc in his arras, ** Behold, great King ! your 
long loft child; no longer Turkifh Zoraide, but Chriftian 
Elmira 1" — Richard, enraptured, embraced her, and in- 
voked every paternal bleffing on her head. " And thou, my 
" better angel,*' turning to Abudah, ♦^ the guardian of my 
" child, inftrud: me how we owe thefe favours to thy bene- 
** volence. Who art thou?** — ** The father of Berengeria !" 

** Bleft Providence !** exclaimed the delighted father. 

Elmira raifed her eyes in filent adoration of that power which 
had fo fignally interpofed and faved her from the dreaded arms 
of Mirzah ; but although fupported by a fond father, whofc 
eyes were ri vetted upon her, Ihe caft a look on Raby, and heaved 
a figh in tribute to his worth. When their firft trans- 
ports were a little over, Abudah informed the King, that 
Omar, exafperated at his fifterV marrying an unbeliever, ftole 
the child from the unhappy mother ; and concealing from 
him the rank of her hulband, made him believe (he had 
married a Britifli officer, greatly her inferior in point of birth; 
but that he had hindered the child from being educated in 
Chriftian fuperftition, entreating me to breed her up as my 
own^ to be my comfort for the loft, the fallen Berengeria, and 
thange her name from Ehnira to Zoraide. 

He paufed, and the King, after thanking him for his nar- 
rative, turned to Elmira, whom he had attentively watched, 
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taking her hand, "Deal candidly, my daughter, you love 
*' Lord Raby, he is a Britifh peer, and by that title preferred 
'* by me to any foreign prince whatever! — If then withplea- 
^' fure thou canft receive a father's firft requeft, accept Lord 
*' Raby as the man he efteems and wifhes to reward/^ 
Elmira looked at her father. 

** Your iilence, my dear child, is more eloquent than any 
** language could poffibly convey. Take her then, Raby, 
«* the moft valued gem thy King can have to offer." Raby*s 
joy could fcarcc allow him to anfwer the King's goodnefs^ 
All joined the general pkafure, and Richard was congratu- 
lated. ••Eitnira alone was iilent. ** Why," faid her fa- 
ther, '^ does not Elmira, like the reft, exprefs her plea- 
*« fure ?" — " Alas, my father !" cried the blufhing maid, 
'* I know not how to reconcile fo many changes ! — Secluded 
•^ from the world, each fcene I enter upon appears a dream ; 
** but if it is the airy vifion only of a night, kneeling 
** thus, I beg great Alk to grant that it may ever, ever, 
" laft !" ' ^ 

The King fmiled ather eameftnefs, and giving her his hand, 
led on to the banquet which awaited their prefence. Abudah 
ftopped him for a moment, and took from his breaft a little 

cafe, ** My fon, faid he> ^* you doubtlefs recolle<5l the fur- 
prize 
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*' prize vifible in my countenance wheij I firft beheld you, it 
^* was your ftrong refemblance of this pifture, which was 
•* hung round Elmira's neck when brought to me/* The 
King remembered giving it to Berengira, and her hanging it 
round the infant in fport. . 

Richard then introduced his charming daughter to his great 
allies and admiring fubjedts. The murmur of approbation 
ran through the tents, and many a gallant prince and courteous 
knight envied the happy Raby the priviledge of entertaining 
the Princefs. The next day another battle was fought, and 
viiflory again declared for the Allies. Trophies and prifoners 
proclaimed their conqueft. Amongft the reft J^m&r, Abu- 
dah*s fon, fuUenly obeyed the didtates of the vidlor ; his 
proud and haughty foul difdained fubmiffion, but when brought 
before the King, and he beheld his niece, and by her fide Abu- 
dah. He groaned, and bending to the earth his fiery eyes, 
difdained to claim, them as relations ; but Abudah, forgetting 
his captivity, ran to him, and related- ^Imira's fplendid for- 
tune»- After hearing him, Q w i i f caft round a look con- 
temptuous, and with an arrogance of fpeech unequalled, told 
his father he had miftaken him. He never made a refolution 
that time or adverfe fate could make him change. He knew 
Berengeria had married England's King ; but had he been a 
God, and that God in oppofitLon to his laws and country, 
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he could not acquiefce without repining, nor if he had power 
refrain from punifhing hef violation of them. , sElmira, ever 
gentle, arofe, and taking the hand of ^mt^j ftrove to melt 
his ftubborn valour, but, with a frown he threw her from 
him, bid her begone, called her an apoftate to the name of Sa- 
racen, to ftand tamely by and wafte her fpeech with flaves 
like him, manacled with curfed chains ! In an inftant, en- 
couraged by: a look from the King, Elmira unloofed the bonds 
of Omar, and with a fmile of dignity, blended with fweet- 
hefs, bid him be free as his own thoughts ; and though he 
fcomed her, not to contemn her gift. His proud foul foftened ; 
he turned to hide the emotion her generofity had caufed, Ihe 
faw the power of nature working in his foul, nor ftaid for 
his farther relenting. She flung her arms round him, and bid 
him riot again fpurn her from him. 

SUmst returned the embrace. ** Elmira,** faid he, ** I for- 
** give thee, but I cannot kneel nor pay homage where duty 
** bids me hate.*' — King Richard rofe, and taking his other Q 
hand, *' Forbid it all the powers of friendlhip, valiant Qmt^ ! 
•' that I fliould fuiFer the brother of my Queen to kneel be- 
'* fore my throne. — Next to Abudah reign in my heart ; my 
" friend and brother!** Silent the Saracen received this 
proffered friendfhip, and followed fullen to the tent of Raby, 
to whom the King commended him ; but finding his temper, 
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after tbiw dajrs, inflexible and flcm, and had received every 
honour a foldier could defire, Richard bade him go free to 
Saladin ; and as the fitteft gift for minds fo great as theirs, 
he fent^ rar^oniiefs, three himdred prifoners, who, with loud 
Cbouts of joy proclaimed his liberality. 

took a haughty leave ; and, almoft difdaining the 
gift of liberty, led the noble prefcnt to the tent of Ssda- 
din, who looked on them with aftoniihment, and exclaim^, 
•** I cannot lole my honour by making peace with flich a 
^' manl*' — He therefore fent a Herald to propofe t^rms for 
reftoring Europe and Afia to their accuftomed tranquillity ; 
but as feveral other powers were to be confulted bcfidcs thaCc 
prcfent, Richard could only agree to a three yea(rs truce, which 
was foon after ratified, to the mutual joj of all parties. Some 
time was fpent in embarking the troops ; and, after many 
proteftations of regard and eternal friendlhip, Abudah and his 
illuftrious friends parted, he not chufing, at his advaiy^ age, 
to hazard fo long a voyage. 

W!)eCourcy had privately abfcondcd from the cottage where 
the Earl of Matnftcm^s care had placed him^ Lord Raby could 
not yet lay his hand to his heart, and fay ** I am happy P* 
The flight of Laura, and lofs of Maud, were fevere ftrokes 
to one of his amiable difpofition, although the King, when 
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on board; called forth a ray of delight, by informing him^ 
that when they arrived in Cyprus, he would unite him to 
Elmira, at the fame altar where he received her naother. 
Richard would fcarce bear him from his fight.— Edmund was 
charmed, but Manfton, who knew the King's changeable na- 
ture, was filcnt. Pleafant gales fmoothed the fo rfacc of the 
fea, and gentle zephyrs fanned their curling fails ! njt»md 
mirth, with playful fmiles, fat on every brow I — ^With prof- 
perous winds they leached the Cyprian fhore, once famed 
for the great fhrineof Venus. The beach was throi^ed with 
pec^e, and the King came down from his palace to receive 
his noble guefts. Richard, in an unfortunafe moment, in- 
troduced to him Elmira. Seofrid was charmed with her 
figure, and before he knew her deftined hufband, fuffered the 
little god to fteal uninterrupted into his heart, and after art- 
fully difplaying a moil advantageous treaty before her father, 
feized the opportunity, arid pleaded his paffion with every ar- 
gumsen^he was nufter of. 

Richard faw the defign ; but the intereft of all Chriftendom 
was at ftake. Cypras was the only convenient port to lodge 
their ftores, and wa^ in fadl the grand fupport of the crufades, 
. He confulted the Duke of Burgundy and Manfton ; the former, 
ufed to arbitrary power, looked on love as a momentary illufion 
of youths and adyif^d the King to ftudy his own, and allies* 
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intercft, by giving Elmira to the King of Cyprus. But 
Manfton, ever benevolent and humane, propofed a medium, 
and wiflied entreaties and perfuafion to be tried with Seofrid* 

Raby was half diftraded when Lord Manfton, to prepare 
him for the worft, acquainted him with this unexpedled mis- 
fortune. Seofrid, however, hadnotgenerofity enough to feel 
for Lord Raby ; his only God was himfelf ; he ruled over Cy- 
prus with an iron fway, and only behaved with eiviKty to 
Richard to further his own defigns, and avoid roufing his war- 
like genius ; yet he knew his own confequence too well to 
think he fhould be eafily given up. He, therefore, urged his 
love with fo much eameftnefs, that Richard took the fatal re- 
folution of facrificing Elmira^s happinefs to policy and duty. 
— Hepaft his word, and to perform it, propofed their feeking 
her. 

The mom was beajitiful and newly rofe ; the eaftcm (ky 
was yet tinged with orient red, and the cryfl:al dew hung 
fpangled on the trees. The flowery groves fent forth their 
opening fweets, and nature fpontaneoufly offered her tribute. 
They fought Elmira in her apartment, but though fo early, Ihc 
was arofe and gone, nobody knew where, only her favourite 
Imis accompanied her. They fcarched the palace gardens, but 
in vain, till pafling by the cathedral they faw the door ftand 
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open, and remembrance of Bercngcria, riiing in the brtaft of 
Richard, he entered, and approached the tall maieAic tomb* 
At the found of footfteps through the vaulted ifle, a mur- 
murrrng voice, which at firft they heard, was loft, when 
Richard, coming from behind a monument that hid the ftatue 
of Berengeria, ftarted ; he icarce believed his fenfes. He 
thought he eredled but-^ne image to the memory of his queen, 
and lo, two appeared ! — One flood creift, and with a majeftic 
pleafing fmilc pointed to the opening iky, where, fupported by 
a group of angds, hung a ftarry crown, while in the other (he 
held her own, as willing to refign it, thou^ unworn. THc 
other kndt at her feet, and hiding; her £icc with a veil, feemed 
wrapt in fervent prayen 

The noife of their advancing made Elmira ftart! — She 
turned and faw her father. The cluftering monuments hid 
Seofrid from view. With difordered hafte fhe quitted her 
knees to throw herfelf into her father's ^arms, ** My Elmira, 
** how came you hcit ?'* — Pardon me, Sir, that without your 
^* leave I came to vent my fbrrows at my mother's monu- 
** mcnt; but floep forfook my eyes, and dire images of lior- 
^* xor tortured my faocy almoft into madnefs. I thought I 
^^ iaw my mother ; (he fmikd and tokl me to be conftant, el£b 
^« behold my juft xcward. ** Then frowning (hewed a blood/ 
dagger and difappeared^ 

I ftarted 
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•* I ftarted from my couch, and calling Imis, bid her con- 
*' dudl me to this awful place ; and here I have vowed, be- 
^* fore this facred altar, the glittering (hrines, and this dear 
•* venerated form, ever to maintain my conftancy to Raby 
** pure and inviolate, or fcal it with my death T' — '* What 
** do I hear ?** cried the King. Seofrid eager advanced, 
Elmira faw but heeded him not. Richard uttered a deep 
groan of anguifli, and Seofrid flood looking on him with a 
countenance on which jealoufy, hate, and revenge were 
ftrongly imprinted, at length addreffing the King, " Sir,** 
faid he, *' you know too well the intereft of all Chriftendom, 
** to hefitate an inftant in perfuading your daughter from per- 
*' fevering in a refolution, the mere production of a diftem- 
** pered brain, and which every prieft can give ample abfolu- 
** tion for the breaking of.** Then, with a frown of con- 
tempt he left the cathedral. 

•* Ah! my revered, my honoured father !** cried Elmira, 
•* What dire myftery muft I leam from the King*s half- 
** uttered fentences ! — Ah, fpeak I — Torture me not with 
" fufpence ! — ^Why that averted look ? — ^Thus on my knees 
** I beg!** — ** My child! arm thy breaft with fortitude; 
** thou haft heard, though bred in climes remote, of the 
** heroifm of Britilh women ; they are renowned wherever 
'' our whitened fails have plowed the main, for beauty and 
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** uncbunted fouls ; let them hear and cckbrate thy feme ; 
" may they, extol the daughter of their King.*'—*" What 
** muft I dov my father, your looks diftrad me !''*—•• YoU 
" muft, Elmira, refign Lord Raby, and give thy hand to 
** Seofrid ! — Nay, more, drefs thy face with frailcg to meet 
'' him r* 

Horror and defpair were vifihle in the countenance of the: 
Princefs ; at length breaking from her father, who held both 
her hands, Ihe turned again to the tomb of her mother,, and 
clafping her ftatue, — •* Oh, dear departed fhade, look dowrt 
" and pity ! — View me with complacence, when I call Hea- 
" ven and thee to witnefs (except to fave my falher^s life) no* 
" power on earth fhall force me to break the foiemn vows my 
*• father offered to his then happy, happy daughter.'*^ Richard, 
though moved at her diftrefs, made an effort, and ftifling all 
remorfe, peremptorily repeated his commands, and enforced 
her compliance. 

As a poor wretch, drove to the brink of a precipice, un* 
certain of the gulf below, ftands transfixed with horror, fo 
was Elmira. With upraifed hands and eyes fhe flood, as even 
fearful that the wind fhould waft more mifery. The ftern 
command ftill vibraited in her affrighted ears, and Ihe fuflfered 
h^rfelf to be led to the palace, unknowing where fhe went. 

The 
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The firftthaf rt>enh€m was Raby, when uttering a piercing 
flirielt, fh€ hi4 her face in het veil,^ and ftood inmnloveablc. 
Lord Raby, alar^ned, caugl>f hold 6f her hand, aand cntiteated 
ft) know the occafion df flicKleemiftg ^gcmy- Richard^ with 
arftem, though difordered look, bid him leave them, and 
without a muhxlur refigrt the priftcefe to a higher claim !— 
*• A Kirig demands, her afid a King refigns her !'* 

•^ Biit, Sir," interrupted Raby, '' caft Elmira {6 calmly 
^« give me up R— Has Raby loft «hat claim which Edwy dnce 
*' had both to her love and friendfhip ? — Ha(ft ehou, Ellfiira> 
** forgot me ?*' — ** Nol** articulated the diftrcffed Princefs. 
** Nor ever then,** rejoined he, ** will I refignthee!*^* Seofrid 
coming in, ovehcard part df their converfation, and fold an 
officer to acquaint the Saracen ambalTador,. that he acknow-* 
kdged the honour Saladin's profiered friendfhip conferred upon 
him, and would confider of the advantages of the propofed 
alliance. 

Richard ordered Raby to leave them, and tntt Seofrid wi«h 
a forced fmilc, for he loved his daughter even at the moment 
he had determined her mi^ry ; but the reflection that he 
fiiould iacrifice all his allies, as well as himfelf, forbade his 
wonted indulgence. He told the Cyprian King, Elmira Ihould 
be his ; and as foon as the preparations lieceflary for fo fplen- 
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did a marriage was ready. King Richard fought his daughter; 
he found her in tears, and her difordered drefs befpoke the 
anxiety of mind Ihe laboured under. He commanded her to 
dry thofe*ill-timed tears, and follow to the temple. Majeftic 
fhe arofe, and complied. The ceremony began, when 
breaking filence, and fixing her eyes upon the Bifliop, — 
** Hold!" cried Ihe, *' aid not man to break the law of 
** Heaven ! — Before every faint I atteft myfelf the betrothed 
** of Raby. I have not long been Chriftian ; but if violating 
** a folemn oath be one of their precepts. Oh J thou Divine 
** unknown Power, inftru6t me how to worfhip thee and yet 
•i preferve my truth !** 

" Trifle not, Elmira," faid Richard, flemly, ** give the 

" King your hand. Is this your duty to a father?" — "It 

** is !" cried fhe, with enthufiaflic phrenzy, ** this fhall be 

'* told in England !" Seofrid advanced to take her hand, 

but he beheld the once-mild and gentle Zoraide animated by 

all the horrors of diftradtion, flie broke from his hold, and 

ran fhrieking to Raby for protection, who at her eamefl: re- 

queft had attended. Her father, enraged, commanded Lord 

Raby to be forced out of the cathedral ; and in fpite of all 

her ftruggling, compelled her to give her hand to Seofrid. It 

was fome days before the painful recoUedtion of what was paft 

cameperfed to her mind, and a fettled melancholy fuccccded. 

One 
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One evening (he ftraycd to the monument, the only place Ihc 
took delight in, and chance had there direded the folitary 
Raby. He ftarted, but Elmira, uttering a piercing fhriekt 
fainted. : 

Seofrid, who had watched her at a diftance, alarmed, came 

to the fatal fpot, juft as ihe awaked to frefti anguifh. Seofrid 

and Lord Raby were engaged. She predpitatcly flung her- 

fclf between them, and received her huiband^s fword in her 

bofom ! — Raby caught her, and Seofrid flood ftiflfened with 

horror !— Many attendants were by tliis time come round 

them, and looking at Raby with a fmile, ** Raby,** cried (he, 

*' my prayers are heard ; I wiflied for death. Lov? my me^ 

'* mory, and comfort my father and my hufband ! — I forgive 

** them both! — Hafte to England and feek — ^your faithful 

'* — ^^Lucius — -happinefs is yet within your reach — for — my 

*^ fake — ^accept it — I can no more !" Saying thi^ (he ex* 

pired- 

• 
Raby was with great difficulty forced from the body, which, 

after laying in ftate fome days, was interred clofe by her mo- 
ther. The ftately bier was borne on high, and (he was at- 
tended by all the religious in the city, wJbo walked in moum- 
ful proceflion to pray for her departed fpirit. Soon as thefu- 
nei*^ rites were (inifhed. King Richard quitted a country 
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where he had experienced fo much pleafure, and yet more 
pain. Seofrid foon after retired into a monaftery of Carthu- 
sians, where he ended his days ; and Raby, who had ever the 
lad words of the Queen of Cyprus in his mind, immediately 
upon his arrival in England, fet off for the Priory, accom- 
panied by Lord Manfton and Edmund. 

He fent a fervant firft, who brought him the pleafing intel- 
ligence that his fifter was fafe at the Priory ; and at the gates 
he was met by her. Unfeigned was their joy at meeting, and 
the heart of Edmund was elated with the fight of Laura. 
She fhed many tears for the fate of Elmira, and in turn re- 
lated the occurrences that had befallen her. 

** I was fitting,*' faid fhe, after relating De Courcy*s car- 
<* lying her to Paleftine, ** one evening, lamenting my hard 
'* fate, when from a comer of the tent advanced a graceful 
** boy ; he acquainted me that he had long ferved my bro- 
*• ther, in all his adverfity, and rejoiced at his approaching 
'* profperity ; but that his melancholy temper could not enjoy 
•* it ; therefore he left Lord Raby*s fervice, and in paflfing the 
•* outfkirts of the wood, had heard De Courcy making large 
*• offers to fome ruffians to carry me off the fame night; and 
«* learning by their difcourfe who I was, he came immediately 
<* to proffer me his afliflance in making my efcape. I almofl 

fufpedled. 
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'* fufpeded feme treacheiy, and defired to be conduced to 
*• Lord Raby ; but he aflured me that as yet Lord Raby could 
•* not protecft himfelf, entreating me earneftly to rely on his 
J* fidelity. I mentioned, fuppofe we were difcovered, death 
** woidd probably enfue. — ** Then/* cried he, ** you will die 
*• nobly, and preferve your honour, while the height of my am- 
« bitionwill.be gratified, namely to fave Lord Raby'sfifter!'* 

*^ Noble boy!** interrupted Raby. — ** Sufpend, my bro- 
*• ther, your admiration for a while, and prepare yourfelf to 
** pity and to fympathife. His eameftnefs at laft determined 
*• me, and we made our efcape, and got fafe on board a Ihip 
•« bound for England. My companion was overwhelmed 
" with defpair during the whole of our voyage, and fince we 
" have been here, refided chiefly among the ruins ; till one 
*« day Hubert came to us with a countenance fparkling with 
«* joy, and faid he heard you were ifeflored, and would foon 
" vifit the Priory, accompanied by the Princefs, your charm- 
** ing bride.. Lucius, at the mention of thofe words, fainted, 
** and for fome hours aftej could not be perfuaded to fpeak. 
" A few days ago I was fent for to the apartment, where he 
" was extended almoft lifelefs, on a couch. 

<* Laura,** faid he, '' I think, nay hope, I have not long 
<* to live I — ^You poflefs your brother's generofity of temper, 
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'** therefore to you I am now going to reveal a fecret. I hoped 
' ** to have buried with me." Then^ after a Httle hefitation, 
** You have no doubt heard of Julia De Courcy ?** — ^' I 
** have ; my brother and Lord Edmund have often mentioned 
** her.** — « Oh, Laura, that brother !" then taking my 
hand, faid, ** My gentle friend, prepare thy heart, ^er 
•* ready to fympathife with the unhappy, to hearken, while 
'* I have yet ftrength to relate. Call from thy friendfhip the 
** Lucius who has deceived thee by a feigned garb, but let 
«* heaven-bom pity, plead for the failings, the diftrcffes of 
•* Julia!" 

They all exdaimed, *< Julia !**— Lord Raby turned pale, 
but bade her proceed. ** After I had embraced and affured 
^* her of my friendlhip, Ihe thus continued her artlefs tale : 
— -" I was, my dear Laura, brought up in perfeiS: ignorance, 
•* my mother dying when I was but an infant, my father 
** conunitted me to the care of Alice, a watchful govemante 
** he could depend on, and fent us to a fmall hunting feat he 
" had in Wales, charging her to keep me clofely confined 
^* during that {eafoh,^and to keep me from the fociety of 
** men in particular. The firft knowledge I had that there 
** were other beings in the world befides Alice, and fome few 
" ancioit domeftics, lead fo clofely to more mraterial circum- 
" iknces* that I ihall make no apology for relating it. 

** Imagine 
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^ Imagine to yourfcif a large valley, fomething like that of 
** Morven, between two large mountains, near the caftle of 
*** Llewelyn, one of the moft romantic places in Wales. 
*' Alice, who had the charge of me, though to the laft de- 
** gree inflexible, had many good qualities, and was well able 
^* to form and inftruft the mind in every mental and ufeful 
** accomplilhment. A fufficient knowledge of politencfs, 
** acquired by much aflbciating with the great, ferved to 
** render the ftridter didates of virtue and retirement not 
** harfti and rigid, but eafy, plain, and agreeable. She 
** fom^d my youthful mind with every virtue, and made me 
" a faint copy of herfelf. She loved me with the fondeft 
** affedlion, and no time glided fo fwift as that fpent in 
•** liftening to the filver tone of her inflruftion. She would 
^* often illuflrateher precept with example, and when I was 
*' impatient for a defcription of that world fhe fo often 
^* talked of, then was the only feverity of behaviour Alice 
** ever ufed. 

" Alas !** fhe ufed to fay, •* my ,E*i»ara, if you are im- 
** patient to know the world, you regard me not. A day 
*^ mull come, my amiable charge, when you muft bid adieu 
^* to thefe fcenesof real felicity, and tempt the thoufand dan- 
^* gers with which the world abounds ; but then, my Elea- 
** nora, then we part !** — This redoubled my tears, which 
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*• had began to flow before at the heavy charge, ♦' I loved her 
*' not/* — ** Weep not, my deareft child/' faid (he, '' it will 
•* not be your fault ; chance may diredl fome one tf^this fe- 
*• eluded fpot; but always, wherever you are, think on the 
** liand that formed your tender mind, and remember when 
^* Ihe warns you a^jnft viewing things in that falfe mirror 
*^« galled Friendship I All arms will be open to receive 
** you* but truft them not; there arc few, and very few, 
" whofe attachment deferve that name ; moft are built upon 
'* thebafis of intereft, and when the fabric of hoM gives 
*' way, faUi with it into nothing. But if, BimMra, yoa 
'* would try a friend, lead them to fcenes of diftrcfs. Be-^ 
*^ hold their hearts, like your own, glow with humanity, and 
** their ready arm extended to foccour the afflided. Behold 
•* the tear of compaflion ftarting for the orphan, and the hand^ 
•• of pity drying the cheek of the widow. See them, with 
" unfeigned charity^ forgive an enemy, and if adverfity op- 
*' pre^th^ir foes, bid them be relieved and happy ! — Here,. 
'• Wmmmtt^ acknowledge a reciprocal friendfliip, and em- 
** brace the poffeffor of thcfe charming qualities ; but, above 
** all, admire that friend who freely chides your faults, and 
** reproves you when doing wrong ! Look upon thde as your. 
** trueft friends, for be aflured, the very beft of mortals are 
*^ fo far from the ftandard of perfeftion, that great room, 

'* indeed. 
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^ indeed, Is left for improvement f — Never, then, be either 
•* above inftrudion or reproof, and when I am no more. Oh, 
! remember my advice ! /* 



^* In this manner did this charming woman employ the 
** hours facred from domeftic ofiices> in warning me from 
^^ fcenes I was, alas, but too eager to enter in purfuit of! 
«• Twa fmall pidiures Ihe had, were the only ideas, except 
*« from ourfelves, I could form of the human fpecies, till one 
•* day^ Jiaving juft entered my eighteentli year> I went to vifit 
^ a frraA But charming fpot, about half a mile frbm the 
^ houie which I call mine. It was romantically fituated 
*• under a kind of hanging rock> which fheltered it from the 
^ wind, and clofe at the end of it ran a rivulet of clear 
** watcri which ferved to add to its beauty, and affift its 
** growths 

" Here was fpringin all her various hues, andlummer im 
**^ luxurious profuiion. The jeflamine and woodbines ran 
** wild up large trees, or gently twined over the crags of the 
*^ mountain, forming different arbours and Ihades from the 
*^ mid-day fun- The hyacinth, rofc, and- lily fent forth their 
*^< rival fweets, and perfumed the air. Around here was my 
** retreat, where I gave a loofe to thought, and employed ray- 
*^ felf in the plcaiing tafk of propping the tender heads of my 

** drooping 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 96 ) 

*' drooping lillics, or confining the too luxuriant branches of 
** the fpreading rofe. Not far from hence, at the fource of 
** the rivulet I before mentioned, was a large water-fall, 
** one of the moft beautiful productions of nature. It falls 
*^ forty feet perpendicular from the rock, and defcends ra- 
" pidly into a rivulet near the houfe. 

** One day, not far from me, I heard the found of voices, 
** which for fome time I believed to be Alice talking to an 
** aged fervant, her confidential friend, who more than once 
" had been inftrumental in faving her life, and to whom fhe 
** told me I was under the greateft obligations for mine. But 
** I was foon undeceived, as I heard another anfwer very 
** different from that of my friend. But how was I afto- 
** nilhed when I heard the moft heavenly found, feemingly 
•* from the bofom of the rock ! — By the defcription I had 
** heard, I called it mufic ; but how could it come there ? I 
** was rivetted to the place with pleafure and amazement. 
*« Still the found continued, and a variety of notes fwelled the 
*< inflrument. Affured it muft come from the hollow of the 
^ rock, unthinking of danger, I eagerly began to climb, and 
" had actually got upon a fmall level piece of ground, where 
** I propofed refting myfelf, and then follow which ever way 
« the found fhould dired. But when I came to look aroimd, 
<^ my delightful garden was fcarce perceptible from the height 
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** on which I was. But how fhall I defcribethe awful fight 

** of the vaft water- fall, near which I flood ! It rolled in vaft 

" flieets down to the rivulet, which murmured to receive [t. 
** The crags of the rock looked broken by its force, and 

'* feemed ready to drop on thofe defperate heads who braved 

" its horroris ! — It was too much for me, unufed to fuch dif- 

** mal fcenes, and unacquainted with the different caufes; 

** overpowered with them and fatigue, my head turned round. 

** I grew faint, and no friendly arm being nigh to fave me, I 

** fell over the point of the rock on which I had firft 

*' ftepped. 

** The firft notion I had of the danger I had efcaped, was 
•* finding myfelf in my own garden, but furrounded with 
** faces and beings I was totally unacquainted with. After 
" ftaring at them fome time, one broke filence, whom I then 
** took to be the chief. *' For the love of Heaven, fweet 
** maid, what could induce you to climb yonder rock, where 
" fcarce ever the foot of man or beaft has trod !*' — " I know 
" not,** replied I, confufed, ** unlefs it were the heavenly 
** founds I heard. But how came I here ? I then found my 
** cloaths wet, and naturally concluded I had fallen into the 
** rivulet. At length advanced a perfonage whom I knew not 
** how to addrefs; with the others I was at no lofs ; with him, 
** I felt an embarraffment I could not furmount. Perceiving 

C c «< it 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 98 ) 

•* it he kindly took my hand, ** Fear nothing, dear maid,** 
*' faid he, " nay tremble not, although my fon*s happy rafh- 
** nefs endangered a life far dearer than my own, I am re- 
** joiced that it fucceeded, and fo much fweetnefs will not 
** be loft in an untimely grave ! — Who art thou ? Were I 
** to declare thee, as thy image ftrikes me, I fhould call thee 
** fome beauteous wood-nymph. Tell us then who art 
'' thou?*' 

*« I am,** faid I, trembling with fear, ** a poor reclufe; an 
" inhabitant of thefe vales; never, till this fatal day, did 
** I afpire beyond their limits, and Heaven has punifhed well 
** my ralh purfuit.** — As I fpoke, the fparkling eyes of the 
** ftranger denoted pleafure; and calling to a youth who now 
" approached, ** Draw near, my fon, and fee the beauty you 
" have preferved. To your care I commit her; fee thou ren- 
*• der her fafe to the charge of thy amiable aunt. 



** I ftarted ; but when I^ord Raby offered me his hand, my 
eyes, which till then looked on the ground, were fixed on 
him. I faw him lovely, and to him I owed my life ; but 

* then my benefadrefs's virtue, like a beam of light, darted 

* through my mind, and, unexpeded by any one prefent, I 

* fled. It was through an intricate path that led to this fa- 

* vourite fpot, and as I often diverted myfelf with running, I 

•* quickly 
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*' quickly eluded their fearch, through the turnings of the 

** way, and arrived at home, where my dear Alice had been 

•* under the greateft apprehenfions for my fafety. Alas ! her 

** fears had been but too prophetic. I related every circum- 

** ftance to her, not forgeting to defcribe the grandeur which 

** appeared to me in every one I had feen. She fighed ; her 

•* words were fcarce articulate. 

•* Soon, too foon for thee, my JStuMWa, muft we part ! 
•* — ^Your deftiny has thrown you in the way of the only 
*' man you ought to have avoided; for your father and the 
** houfe of Raby have ever been at variance.** — She then re- 
" lated the circumftances of Lord Raby*s marriage, and 
" touched as lightly as poflible upon the failings of my 
" father. This difcovery made me thoughtful and uneafy. 
** I daily vifited the fpot made facred to me by the prefence of 
•* Raby. I gazed, and involuntarily exclaimed, — :Here he 
«* flood ! — I planted a mulk rofe, fweet emblem of the much- 
•* loved Raby. It grew, and many a tear I fhed at the re- 
«* membrance of our firft interview. For three months I 
*• never failed daily to watch its growth. 

*• One day I plucked the laft rofe decaying time had left, 
*• and exclaimed aloud, — Ah, Raby I though thou may 
•• never know it, yet Ihall thy memory be held ever facred by 

*« the 
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" the unhappy Julia/* — Then looking again at the tree, 
** Tlhy fallen bloffoms are not the emblems of Lord Raby ! 
" A loud ruftling among the buflies made me ftart, and two 
" men came acrofs near me. I gave a Ihriek of furprize; 
*' One regarded me with a look of chagrin; the other with 
'* anger. 

** Fear gave me wings to reach the houfe, and I told Alice 
** what I had feen. She made me no aafwer, but taking 
** my hand, opened a door where thefe men were fitting, and 
** introduced me to one as his daughter ! I gave a ftart ; Lord 
" De Courcy coldly received me, and with a look of contempt 
*^ enquired the welfare of my beloved Raby. The tear of 
** lilent anguifli ftole down my cheek, and I thankfully re- 
** ceived orders to retire, but not till my father had uttered 
*< fevere threats againft me for daring to love the man he 
«* hated. 

*^ Alice was not in a humour for talking, nor would an- 
<* fwer one queftion I propofed, to my fatisfadlion. As foori 
«« as it was dark fhe came to me with a travelling drefs, which 
** (he made me put on, and conveyed me to a carriage, 
** which went as fwift as poffible. Our journey was to Lon- 
** don. My father there condefcended to fpeak to me. He 
** infifted that I fhould receive Sir Phillip De Montford, as 
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** my dcftined hulband; uttered the bittereft invcdivc^ 
** againft Raby, and threatened me with his curfe if I re- 
•• fufed. . 

•* I was introduced at Court by Lady Lancaftcr : here I 
^* again faw your brother, but time and drefs had made fuch 
** an alteration, he did not recoUedl me. I anfwered him 
** with complacence and referve. ^ My father, notwithftand- 
** ing, was difpleafed at our meeting, and hurried me away 
** to the Priory. Thedifgrace of my amiable brother, and the 
** misfortunes of Raby, were fources of perpetual uneafinefst 
** and I determined to efcape to fome monafteiy, where t 
•* could be fecure. I happily fucceeded, and took fhelter 
** at St. Aguftin*s ; here my ignorance of the world wai 
** plainly fliown. I made no myftcry of who I was, nor 
** my motives for efcaping. 

•• They were not fouls formed with generofity, but immc- 
** diately confulted upon the means of giving me up. I over- 
•* heard two Nuns relating to each other the Abbefs's pro- 
*• ceeding, and commending her prudence in making her own 
*• conditions, previous to the giving me up. I was almoft 
«* frantic; but how fhall I defcribe my agony, when, upon 
** being fent for to the Abbefs, I found with her the 
*• lleward of my father, a creature of his mailer's will, and 
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•* Sir Phillip De Montford; and heard, by my father's orders, 
•• I was to be married the next morning in the chapel of the 
♦* convent. Alice too was come. I ran out of the room ; 
•* my fpirits were too much exhaufted to upbraid the Abbefs 
** with her duplicity. I gave free vent to my forrow on the 
** bofom of Alice, who tried every art of perfuafion, but in 
** vain. I was inflexible in my refolution, that though I 
'* could never be Lord Raby's wife, I never would be 
** another's. ** Then, infatuated girl,** cried (he, ** I too 
♦* renounce thee ! — Either receive Sir Phillip calmly, or I 
•*,.toOj will join to drag thee to the altar !'* Saying this, fhe left 
** me ftanding in torpid defpair; when rouiing frpm this 
1* Reverie, phrenzy triumphed. The midnight bell rung, and 
^* haftily throwing over the noviciate drefs I had aflumed, a 
!* Jong veil, I opened my door in filence, and with cautious 
•* ftep, trod the vaulted ifles ; I pafled the choir, nought 
•* difturbed the awful flillnefs of the place, fave the facred 
•• hymns the fifters fung. I flopped; the harmony, for the 
** inftant, made me forget the horrors that awaited me; but 
** ere they had finifhed, the difmal image was before me, 
** and the gulph feemed open. I flew, regardlefs of the 
** echo which repeated back my fteps, to the portal ; the keys 
•* were there, and I iflued forth. To the thickeft wood I 
** dragged my trembling fteps, and luckily met with a fmall 
** cottage ; the people pitied me, and concealed me two days, 
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•* till, by their affiffcmce, I procured the habit of a boy ; ancf 
•• learning from fome of the peafants, that Raby was yet 

V near, though they could not £nd out his retreat, I fct for- 
1* Ward refolved to feek him; bilt my ftrength was not equal 
^ to my refolution. I fainted at the foot of a tree, and re- 
** mained for feveral hours, almoft deprived of recolledtion, 
*' the trampling of horfes at length roufed me; it was the 
" man I wifhed to meet. 

•* Your giencrous brother fought not, by an ill-timed curio- 

V fify, to pry into the fecret I ftrove to conceal, but inftantly^ 
•* received me to his protection. I ferved him and was happy. 
«* But, ah, Laura ! the heart of Raby was not formed to 

•* be infenfible ! — The lovely Elmrra was my rival ! ^What 

*/ could I expe<a fr0ni fuch an affemblage of pci-fcaions ? I 
** loft every hope ; for, faint ds they were before, I cherifhed 
•♦ them. An opportunity offered to get rid of Elmira, but 

*• I coul4 not plunge a dagger to the heart of Rabby ! I 

*' preferved her for him, 

^* After this hard trial of my Sincerity, I determined to rifk 
•• na longer the being difcovered by Raby, and with the in- 
" tention of returning to England, left' the camp. The for- 
•• tunate circumftance of faving you, my dear Laura, will 
^' foften the latter hours of my life, and make them glide on 
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•« more happy !**— Here fhc ended, and I cntrcated her not 
•* to think of depriving me of a friend fo lately gained ; and 
** flic was much better, till the news of your approach reached 
•• her. She would immediately have fet dFfor Morven Ab- 
" bey, where flie often talks of retiring, but was fo agitated 
•• that it was impofBble to remove her." 

Lord Raby entreated Laura to obtain permiifion for him to 
fee her the next morning, as he had particular reafons to re- 
queft an int»view. Laura then told him flie had not gained 
9ny intelligence of Maud» which redoubled her brother's 
un^finefs on that account. It growing late, they feparated, 
and Raby pafled a melancholy and uneafy night. The un- 
common attachment of Julia merited every return. The 
image of Elmira was not yet efiaced j in fliort, ,he experi- 
enced every difagreeable thought that could poffibly occur.* 
He had the higheft and moft refined fenfe of honour, which 
enabled hitti at laft to decide, and form a noble resolution 
worthy the fpirit of an Englifli peer* 

In the morning Laura informed him, that Xvith the aid of 
Edmund, and his father's perfuafion, Julia was induced to 
fee him, ** But, Ah! my brothei exped not to fee your 
'* once-blooming Lucius ! The rofes are all fled, and a wan 
*• pallidnefs ha&ufurped their place, as a lovely Wofibmjuft 
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^ trembling on the treet exifts my charming fnmii but 
*• foUow and behold her/* With flow pace, they reaqh^ the 
apartment ; the door> when opened, prefented to the view of 
Raby his faithful Julia extended on a coudi, her eyes cjofed, 
as if indeed no more. An exclamation of terror which efcaped 
him, made her raife her languid head. She attempted to rife, 
but Edmund, who flood by, prevented her. She was re-- 
duced to a mere (keleton, and apparently life almofl ex- 
haufted. 

Raby was moved at the fight ; he eflayed to fpeak, but could 
not. She affumed a ferene fmile^ and begged her friends not to 
grieve for her. The only requeft (he had to make, was, to hide 
from the malignant worid her failings. Raby determined to 
adhere to the refolution he had formed, requefted her not to giv« 
way to melancholy; " But turn, lovelyJulia,**faidhe, " on me 
»* thofe charming eyes I— *Tis Raby that iitfreatsher tolive and 
« to be happy, if being his can make her fo I" — rShe Aarted 
with uncomnKm exertion from his fi^orting arm, and look-* 
ing eameftly at him, " Ohi Raby ! weigh well your words ; 
** trifk not with me, trembling on the verge of eternity !** — 
*' By Heaven, and all its faints 1^* cried Raby, in great emo^ 
tron, " I do not I — ^And further fwear, on my honour, it i( 
<* not gratitude alone that Simulates me ; the happinefs of my 
'* Julia fliall be the future fludy of my life. To thy vows of 
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<• eternal conftancy I^ere add my own, and will claim thee 
♦• before God, as my affianced wifeP* 

Joy difFufed^ itfelf fhi^gh the cpunte^nancc of Julia.— 
•' But, Lord Raby, in your generous.folicitude for me, you 
** have forgot Elmira. Return to her, my Ldrd, nor let 
** me be the unhappy caufe of that amiable Priocefs being 
^* for a moment unhappy ! — rl am content with your eftcem* 
•* Reverence my memory, and pay over my tomb, the tribute 
/•• of a figh !** Raby, at the mention of Elmira, turned pale 
and agitated ; and Julia, exerting all her ftrength, rofe and 
entreated to know the meaning. Lord Edmund making an 
apology for not telling her before, and alledging in excufe her 
avoiding to talk of RfJby, acquainted her with the unfortu- 
nate death of Elmira ! — 

She heard him with great emotion , and falling on her knees : 
— ^* Ye faints and ai^ls receive my prayers for her hovering 
** fpirit, and exalt her in the realms of blifs to that perfedion 
'' fhe imitated !**-r-Quite:exhaufted, Julia fainted in the arms 
of Laura, who fuj^orted her. Raby feared (he was gone 
for ever, and' caught her from his fitter in fpeechlefs agony. 
He reproached dhem with inatteiition, and could not be per* 
fuaded that (he livedo till he heard her fpqak. She intreated 
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Thim to leave her till a little niorc cdmpofed. Raby, though 
unwillingly^ complied,: and weftt with his fri«ids and Hu- 
,bert, to take omce nciore a view df his eftate* 

The glad tenants crduded round him on every fide, and 
with loud Ihouts acknowledged his return and their own fa- 
tisfadion. He fpent fome days in regulatiog his, afl&irs, and 
in the mean time, often faw Julia ; flie was much recovered, 
and talked of retiring to Morven Abbey ; but at length the* 
united intrcaties of her friends prevailed, and in a few months 
(he confented to be Lord Raby*s bride. The moft magnificent 
preparations were made for their nuptials, and they were folem- 
nized with great fplendour, and Raby once more becoming calm 
and happy, often declared, that had he known Julia's merit 
and attachment, before he beheld Elmira, he did not think 
that her charms would have been able to fhake his attachment. 

One day as they were walking together among the ruins, 
which they both took great pleafure in, he repeated to her 
the laft words of Elmira, and begged to know if (he had in- 
formed the Princefs of her fex ? She aflTured him not, but ac- 
counted for it in this manner r — ** When I had conduced 
" Elmira fafe to the protedlion of Edmund, I looked up, and 
*^ faw you upon the walls, furrounded with adverfe fwords;^ 
•• my fancy immediately formed the moft horrid eataftrophe^ 
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^' and c^refented you flain. I took a hafly leatre of Elmini» 
*^ and was running forward to join fou. She caught my 
'* arm, and reminded mc of your pi^ure, which bui been 
•* before promifed her, and was in my poffeffion for the pur- 
" pofe of prefenting her. In my hafte, I gave, inflead of 
** your pi<fture, one of my own, I chanced to have; and I 
** imagkie, from the extraordinary likenefs, and my fuddeki 
** difappearing, (he was induced tofiifpedt me/* 

Every one around the Priory were charmed with Lord 
Raby 's choice, md the fkne day that joined their hands, united 
Lord Edmund and Laura. The village bells were rung, and 
bonfires, old Englifh hofpitality, and unbounded mirth t^M^ 
fied the joy felt at the pkafing change. From St. Bernard's 
Priory (^ Manflon caftle, none ever went unhappy, if out- 
ward afllftance could relieve them. 

They enquire for Alice, but Ihe was no more !— - 
Julia having fre<|uently mentioned Morven Abbey, Loixi 
Manfton one day aiked her why ihe was fo partial to that 
place ? — She iaid, •* From an early prepofleflion. Alice had 
'' fo often ipoke with fuch delight of it, that (he had gained 
** quite a reverential affc<aion for it i and,'* continued fhe, pro- 
ducing a fmall brtcekt,- ** this was the pidure of a friend of 
'* liers, who had retired there niany yearsago^** — Gracious Hea- 

•• ven!** 
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** venl*^ cxdaimed Lord Manfton, " it is my Emma!— 
•* hafte^ let us find if yet fhc livc$.** Lady Raby acquainted 
the family with this important difcoveiy, and they fet off 
without delay for the Abbey. 

It was charmingly fituated in the delightful vale of Morven> 

and commanded a noble profped: every way through avenues 

of tall trees, whofe branches meeting at the tx)pt formed a 

gloomy Ihelter; but on a nearer view that gloom difappeared* 

The flowers grew fpontaneous under-foot, and the Gothic 

windows were covered with jei£unineand woodbines. They 

all gained admiilion, and the Abbefs being informed fome 

fbrangers were arrived* came to receive them. When enter* 

ing the room, Ihe flopped, but quickly recollefting herfelf 

advanced, and civilly enquired their bufinefs* Loid Manfixm 

eagerly prefented her the pidture, and entreated her with great 

eamefhiefs, if there was any perfon in that houfe refembling 

it, that, if poffible, he might fee her. She looked upon. the 

picture, then on him ; at lafl breaking filence, " My Lordp 

** thefe features are .well kno\m to me; the refemblance of 

*• them is in this houfe* But, check your impatience, 

** yours Ihe never can be more.** — ** Who (hall oppofe 

•* it ?" faid the Earl. '• My good Lord Manflon, your 

** wife heard a report of your death, and after nwuming the 

*• imaginaiy lofsfeven folitaxy years in this Abbey, fhe dedi. 
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^ catcd the remains of her life to that beneficent power, who 
^* in all her trials never forfook her, but endued her with for- 
^* titude tofupport them ; to him, therefore, you muft rcfigh 
•' her, though her fociety you may often enjoy, when time 
^* has enabled you to look on her only as a long loft faithful 
•* friend. 

** I will make no terms till I fee her !*' cried the 
Earl. — ** Then behold your Emma! — at the fame time 
lifting up her veil. Lord Edmund kneeled, and killed 
her hand through the grate, as did Maofton. She blef- 
fed her fon, and all of them, and told her huiband, that the 
piety of her life, and calm refignation, had fo far gained the 
afFedion of the fifterhood, that upon the death of their fupe- 
nor they had unanimoufly chofen her as their future guide and 
diredtrefs. 

She difcourfed privately with Lord Manftoo, and when his 
iirft emotions were a little over, he agreed to the truth of he;: 
arguments, and was content to fee her often. She urged their 
ftaying a little time longer, when they propofed parting, and 
on Julia and Laura exprefling their wifh to fee the infide of 
the Abbey, Raby and Edmund propofed returning again for 
them. It was agreed, and the two ladies admitted. After 
jhewing them the gardens, the chapel, and the different apart- 
ments of the Abbey, Emma condui^cd them to a room with- 
out 
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out the grate, where fhe informed them was a wounded Lord, 
whom charity had induced her to relieve, adding that his wife 
was with him. But what was her furprize, upon going in, 
to fee Laura and the ftranger fly into each other's arms, with 
the exclamation of ** My dear Maud ! Art thou then found } 
•* — ^My filler again reftored me !" — ^Earl Henry being fome- 
thing better, Maud prefented her filler and Laura. Being 
all impatience, Ihe thus accounted for their meeting at the 
Abbey. 

*• My brother, I make no doubt, informed you of my 
♦• having the misfortune to pleafe Lord Piercy, who being 
•♦ of a temper to brook no controul, feized me, and had me 
•* carried off by force. My dear brother attempted to refcue 
** me, but in vain. I happily had loft my fenfes, and when 
«* a little recovered found myfelf on board a Ihip under fail 
** for England. I expoftulated and threatened, but they were 
*« equally vain. I faw but little of Piercy till we landed ; as 
•• he conduced me on Ihore, I faw a number of people 
*« whom curiofity had brought to the beach, and loofing my- 
y felf from Piercy *s hold, I implored pity and protection from 
** ftrangers ; nor did I afk in vain ! — Heaven ordained that 
*« Earl Henry fliould feel compaflion for me, and to him I 
'• owed my deliverance from Piercy, who was obliged to 
•* yield me to fuperior numbers. Henry foon after profeflfed 
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** himfelf my admirer, andgeneroufly offered: me marriage. 
*' Unknown and unproteded, I knew not what might bcfal 
*' me, therefore accepted him, and began to experience a 
•' greater degree of happinefs than I had ever done before; 
*' when one evening Heniy propofed a ride. 

*• We accordingly fct forward, and were about ten miles 
** from home ; and as we rode, building fairy dreams of plea- 
** fure, and admiring the ferenity of the evening, clofe 
** to me, from a thick hedge, a gun was fired. My horfe 
** inftantly ran off, and was foon loft in a wood. Two 
^* fervants came up and ftopped him, of whom I eagerly en- 
** quired for my hulband. They told me, with a fneer, 
^* They would anfwcr it he was fafe! Thefe words fo 
^* cruelly alarmed me, that I fainted ; and upon my recovery 
** found myfelf in a magnificent room, fiurounded by atten- 
*^ dance, and Piercy before me, holding my hand. I fhriek« 
^* ed, and called upon my Henry ! — He left mc to my dc- 
'* fpair, telling me coldly, ** If I did not behave with more 
'* kindncfs, he fhould make his own conditions ;" and order* 
** ed the women to let mc have my own way, in any thing 
*^ leafonable, but be fure to watch me clofe. 

*• As foon as he was gone I infifted upon being conduded 
" to the top of the calHe. They denied mc at firft, but find- 
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** ing me pofitivc, complied. — The night was the moft tem- 
** pefhious I ever knew. The livid lightning flalhed, and the 
** loud thunder rolled ! — My brain kept pace with the dif- 
** ordered elements, and I raved till quite exhaufted ! — At 
*' length I made a defperate attempt to fling myfelf from one 
*• of the battlements, but was prevented, and fome bore mc 
*' to my apartment, while others ran to acquaint Piercy with 
** what had pafled. 

" He came. Envious pleafure fparkled in his eyes, and, 
** after fummoning his attendants, he compelled me to follow 
•' him to a vaulted dungeon. There, chained to the ground 
** lay my hulband. I ran and tried to raife him ; but he 
'* pufhed me from him, called me the contriver of his diflio- 
** nour, and the curfe that had ruined him ! — I faw Piercy had 
•* endeavoured to imbibe the thought that I had wronged 
" him ; I therefore pitied his error, and ftrove to remove it ! 
«* The vile Piercy endeavoured, by words artfully termed, to 
'* perfuade me to leave him ; but finding me obdurate, he 
•* ordered his archers to bend their bows againft the breaft of 
" Henry. I turned and again embraced him. Let this, my 
«* dear Lord, at leaft convince you of my innocence. If I 
*< am not to live for you, I can, and will, die \ — Throw rac 
•« again from you, by thefc chains Til hang, and the fame 
*« fliaft fliall pierce both hearts 1 — For, Piercy, let the world 
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•* hear and be furprifed that a knight> renowned in England's 
•* annals, and great in defence of the Chriftian crofs ; a war-. 
•* rior famed in every fong, fhould bafely flay an unarmed 
•* knight ! — Tremble, Piercy, left the fhades of thy great an- 
•• ceftors, from whom thou inheriteft this caftle, and thy name, 
*♦ fhould rife and upbraid thee with breaking thofe laws of hof- 
•' pitality common humanity fhould teach thee to preferve ! — 
*♦ He feemed fhmg at my reproof and would no doubt have 
•« proceeded to the execution of his intended barbarity, but he 
" was told his immediate prefence was necefTary. He left us 
** with orders for his fervants to guard us ftridly till his 
•^ return. 

•' A great bufUe in the caftle, foon left us but flightly at- 
«* tended ; and Henry being well fatisfied of my innocence, 
•• I, unfeen, difengaged his arms from the chains. He was 
•* no fooner freed than he fnatched a fword from one of the 
•* guards, and threatened inftant death to all that oppofed 
'^ him. We gained the caftle gate, and, to our great joy, 
•^ found there fome of our domeftics, difputing with 
^' Piercy, who denied our being in his cafHe. My huf- 
** band foon joined thofe faithful adherents, and carried me 
•« off with them triumphantly. Piercy having got additional 
•• numbers, and aided by De Courcy, a name which almoft 
*• xnakesme fhudderto think upon, purfued us; our attendants 
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** defended us with the utmofl: courage, and forced our aflail- 
'* ants to fly ; but not till De Courcy had met with the juft 
'* reward of all his crimes* My Henry received a wound > 
" but not dangerous, and was conveyed here. To thefe good 
" fifters we have the greatefl obligations ; their pious care is 
«* without precedence/* 

She ceafed, and the amiable Julia paid a tribute of filial 
tears to the memory of a father^ though a cruel one; — 
When Lord Raby and Edmund came, a pleafing fcene took 
place, in meeting with his beloved fifter, and in her hufband a 
much valued friend. Lord Manfton took upon him to ac- 
quaint the King, his uncle, with the treachery of Piercy, and 
the death of De Courcy. The King approved the end of the 
latter, and ordered Piercy to be confined to his caftle, during 
his royal pleafure. He told Manfton Irow much he upbraided 
himfelf with forfeiting his promife to Raby, and afcribed to 
that the unhappy fate of his daughter. He fent Raby a grant 
for all De Courcy's fortune, in right of his wife, and wifhed 
them every happinefs. 

As foon as Earl Henry's wound was cured, they went to 
take poffeffion of De Courcy 's eftate in Wales. Julia took 
particular delight in Ihcwing them the beauties of the place, 
as they recurred to her mind. She took Laura to her little 

garden 
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garden ; but with what rapture did flic view her rofe tree yet 
living ; there was a few flowers on it, which flie gathered 
with pleafure not to be defcribed. *' My dear Laura,** faid 
flie, " however trifling, yet how pleafing is the renewal of 
** pafthappinefs ! — I can ndw lookback withtranfport to the 
** fortunate accident that firfl: endeared your brother to my in* 
** experienced heart, and refle(ft with the fame fenfation upon 
" this little plant, as preferving his idea yet more ftrongly in 
** my mind« My attachment has not been capable of being 
** weakened by time or adverfity, and may the fame confl:ancy " 
•* be yet my boaft in profperity !** 

** Heaven grant it may,*' cried Raby, advancing, «* may 
*• we both Ccafe to exift, when we ceafe to love each other I 
** But, my dear Julia, the good old Earl of Manfton has 
** fcnt for his fon, and I fear he has not long to live, wc 
** miift return immediately/* Julia took a hafty leave of 
her favourite abode, and they travelled with all pofl[ible expe- 
dition to Manfton caftle. The good Earl lived to fee and 
blefs them all, and fending his dying requcft to his wife, that 
ftie would fuffer him to be interred at Morven, expired in 
the arms of his fon ! — Their grief was unfeigned for this 
lofs, and Edmund acquainted his mother. She received the 
news with pious firmnefs, and gave permiflion to inter him in 
the chapel. 

After 
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After Lord Manftonhadlain in great ftatefomedays atMan- 
fton cafUe, they propofed to attend his hearfe. The bell was 
tolled. All nature feemed to mourn her lofs in Manfton, and 
crowds of weeping poor followed his bier ! — At the entrance 
of: the chapel, the Abbefs, and all her fitters, received the 
fad proceffion, and conducted them with great folenmity 
to the grave ; and after watering it with pious tears, each 
returned to their refpec^ive homes. Lady Manfton, while 
fhe lived, remained, as fhe ever had done, the pattern of 
the reft, for every virtue ! — ^Lord Raby and his friends, with 
their charming wives, were univerfally efteemed, and lived a 
long feries of years, happy in the fociety of each other, and 
at their deaths, in a good old age, left heirs to inherit their 
titles and virtues. 
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